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10 BNP insults Britain’s war dead Sonia Gable investigates 
the BNP’s attempts to exploit families’ grief 


12 Hard-right appointee gives lie to BNP claim to have 
deserted its nazi past David Williams profiles Nick Griffin's 
new ideological enforcer 
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Communist Party 
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18 The real picture Far-right MPs arrested at 
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by Kajsa Lindohf and Kenny Hijialte 


32 Hungary Rightwing militia prepares to fight “Satan” 
government, by Karl Pfeifer 


Meeting the London threat 

This issue of Searchlight focuses heavily on next 
year’s London elections. As we explain, the BNP 
hopes to use these elections as a stepping stone for 
success in the European elections, and get its 
hands on all the benefits that go with it. The BNP 
polled 4.8% in the last London election and the 
now nearly defunct UK Independence Party 
8.2%, so, it is going to be a Herculean task to 
prevent the BNP from getting the 5% needed for 
an Assembly seat. 

But that is the challenge we are facing. 
Searchlight believes that there needs to be one 
broad-based campaign that goes beyond existing 
anti-fascist organisations to reach out to all 
Londoners. Our task is clear, to raise turnout to 
45% or even 50%. The current anti-fascist 
movement is incapable of doing that alone so a 
new alliance needs to be formed. 


More of the same 

Searchlight had hoped that a change in Prime 
Minister would herald a more mature attitude 
towards immigration and migrant workers but 
already it is clear that this is not going to happen. 
When Gordon Brown addressed the TUC 
conference last month his big new idea was to 
force migrant workers to learn English. 

Of course language can be a barrier to 
integration but this course of action will appease 
no one. It will only affect people coming from 
outside the EU, a minority of immigrants, and do 
nothing to reduce the economic insecurity which 
is giving rise to hostility to the new arrivals. 
Unfortunately it is more of the same dog whistle 
politics that we have experienced before. 

If the Brown government really wants to help 
migrant and UK workers then he should pass the 
European Temporary Workers Directive which 
would give full employment rights to all part-time 
and agency workers and so stop their exploitation. 
This in turn would give some degree of economic 
security to UK workers as migrant workers 
could not be used to undercut their wages 
and conditions. 


Rattled 

The September issue of the BNP magazine 
Identity carries a four-page attack on Searchlight 
by Nick Griffin, the party leader. He accuses us of 
all sorts, from running high level sources inside 
his party to being behind a rival fascist 
publication. I personally am even accused of either 
not existing or being a fascist. Anyway, rather than 
it scaring us off, we at Searchlight take his article 
as a compliment. It is clear that our constant 
exposés of BNP financial mismanagement and his 
dictatorial rule are having an impact on his 
members, otherwise he would not be bothering to 
write about us. So thank you, Nick, it is nice 
to know that our work is getting noticed! ~a 


City Hall: 
focus of the BNP’s 
aspirations in 2008 


_ LONDON 


Thestepping stone 


he British National Party has 

launched its London election 

campaign in the belief that 

representation on the London 
Assembly will be followed by European 
success and put the party beyond the 
reaches of its opponents. 

Kicking off an eight-month 
campaign, party leader Nick Griffin 
joined Richard Barnbrook, the BNP’s 
candidate for Mayor of London, in a 
Dagenham pub last month. In front of 
130 people Griffin claimed that the 
BNP would win between one and three 
seats on the London Assembly, which if 
achieved could create a momentum for 
two seats in the London region in the 
European election a year later. Success 
in the European election, he went on to 
claim, would solve the party’s financial 
problems and provide it with a 
respectability that could not be touched 
by its political opponents. 


While the BNP has no chance in 
winning any of the 14 constituencies, 
which use the _ first-past-the-post 
system, the party believes it will gain 
representation through the London- 
wide top-up election, in which 11 seats 
are available. These seats are distributed 
to reflect the party’s overall share of the 
vote (as explained in “Voting in London 
2008” on page 5). 

To win one Assembly seat the BNP 
would need to get 5% of the London- 
wide vote. For two seats they would 
need around 8% and for three little 
more than 11%. 

In 2004 the BNP polled 4.8%, 
missing a seat by 5,000 votes. The UK 
Independence Party polled 8.2%, 
gaining two Assembly seats. Given that 
the last London election was held on 
the same day as the European election 
and that UKIP has imploded since 
then, the BNP quite rightly expects the 
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UKIP vote to collapse. It must also be 
remembered that since the last London 
election the BNP has emerged as a 
significant force in outer east London, 
gaining 12 councillors in Barking and 
Dagenham and one in each of Havering 
and Redbridge. There are a further six 
BNP councillors just over the London 
border in Loughton. 

On paper it would appear fairly easy 
for the BNP to gain the additional 
5,000 votes for one seat. After all, BNP 
gained almost 8,000 in Barking and 
Dagenham in the last general election, a 
40% increase on its 2004 London 
Assembly vote. 

Support for the BNP appears to be 
concentrated around the outskirts of 
London, particularly in outer east 
London and on the fringes of south and 
southwest London. In addition to 
Barking and Dagenham, the BNP polled 
10% in some wards in Havering, Sutton, 
Croydon, Lewisham, Hillingdon and 
Enfield. This corresponds with where 
the UKIP picked up most of its support. 
Both parties fared poorly in inner 
city London, which confirms the view 
that the UKIP collected a white right- 
wing vote. 

The BNP’s belief that a sizeable 
chunk of the UKIP vote could switch 
to it is highlighted in research 
published by the Joseph Rowntree 
Reform Trust. The Far Right in 
London. A challenge for local democracy? 
showed there was a common identity 
between BNP and UKIP voters, and to 
a lesser extent Conservative Party 
voters. “The results of the mayoral 
contest suggest linkages between 
UKIP and the BNP in some voters’ 
minds, in that those giving their first 
preference to the UKIP candidate were 
more likely than other voters to give 
their second to the BNP candidate, 
and those giving first preference to the 
BNP candidate were more likely to 
give their second to the UKIP 
candidate. ... nearly half of BNP voters 
chose the UKIP mayoral candidate 
Frank Maloney as their second choice, 
while over one fifth of UKIP voters 
chose the BNP candidate Julian 
Leppert as their second choice.” 


Voting in London 2008 


Londoners will vote for the mayor and London 
Assembly on 1 May 2008. While we can safely say 
that Richard Barnbrook, the BNP candidate, will 
not be elected as mayor, there is a high risk that 
the BNP will gain one Assembly member and 
possibly two. To keep the BNP out, it is important 
to understand how these elections work. 

Sonia Gable explains. 


THE ASSEMBLY HAS 14 constituency members and 11 London-wide 
members. The constituency members are elected using the first-past- 
the-post system in constituencies that comprise two or three boroughs. 
In 2000 and 2004 all the constituencies elected Labour or Conservative 
members. 


The London-wide members are elected by means of a separate vote for a 
party list or independent. Votes are allocated in a way that ensures that 
that the number of Assembly members for each party, including the 
constituency members, approximately reflects the percentage of votes 
each party obtains. It works like this: 


1. Any party or independent with under 5% of the vote is eliminated. 
This is what happened to the BNP in 2004 when it polled 4.8%. 


2. Each party’s London-wide vote is divided by one plus the number of 
constituency candidates it has had elected. For example, in 2004 five 
constituencies elected Labour members so Labour’s London-wide 
vote was initially divided by six. 


3. The party that then has the highest London-wide vote (after dividing) 
takes the first London place. That party’s total London-wide vote is 
then divided by the number of seats it has taken so far (constituency 
plus London-wide). 


4. Step 3 is repeated until all 11 London-wide seats have been allocated. 


There is no set percentage needed to win a particular number of seats. 
It depends on the precise way the votes fall among the other parties. 
However because the Assembly has 25 members, any party that reaches 
the 5% threshold in the London-wide vote is guaranteed a seat. With 8% 
of the vote the BNP could win two seats. 


All votes for other parties will increase the total vote and therefore reduce 
the BNP percentage, so it is important that voters, wherever in London 
they are, use their vote to try and put the BNP below 5%. 


However it is more effective for people to vote for parties that are likely to 
poll at least 5%, so that their votes count in minimising the BNP’s seats if it 
does exceed the threshold. The BNP is clearly hoping to attract votes that 
went to the UKIP last time so every vote against the BNP is important. 
Anyone aged 18 or over can register to vote if they live in London and are 
British, other EU or Commonwealth citizens. The last date for registration 
in time for the Assembly election is 16 April 2008. 


The report went on to discover that as 
many as a quarter of London voters 
would consider voting for the BNP, 
though this is obviously quite different 
from those who would actually vote for 
the BNP. 

This has been backed up by the 
London Elections Study which showed 
that people who expressed a “liking” for 
the UKIP were also more likely to state 
a “liking” for the BNP and vice versa. 


A further project (Margetts, Dunleavy 
and van Heerde, 2005) has identified 
the existence of a “right bloc” in London 
politics, consisting of the BNP, the 
UKIP and the Conservatives. 
According to the State of the Nation 
survey, the crossover between these 
three parties appears stronger in 
London than elsewhere in the country. 

The existence of a potential rightwing 


block vote of 8-12% is what makes the B> 


BNP confident of electoral success in 
the capital next year. While most UKIP 
voters will probably move to the 
Conservatives next May, especially if 
there is a close contest for Mayor, at 
least 20% could move over to the BNP, 
giving the racist party 6.5% even before 
the BNP’s growth in the capital since 
2005 is taken into account. 

To achieve the 11% minimum 
required for three seats would need 
a 250% increase in the BNP vote. 
The party has obviously been looking at 
its fairly uniform performance in local 
elections in recent years, with its 
candidates averaging 14.7% this year. 
However, because of the ethnic makeup 
of London the BNP would need closer 
to 20% of the white vote, which seems 
highly unlikely. 


Will the BNP succeed? 

So is the BNP guaranteed success in 
London next May? Of course not. 
While the figures show what a difficult 
task we are facing, there are still seven 
months to go and everything to play for. 


The very fact that London has such a 
diverse population automatically means 
that 35% of voters should naturally be 
opposed to the BNP. 

There are also a good many white 
voters who are strongly against the 
fascists. The same research by Rowntree 
found that the BNP was Britain’s most 
disliked political party, with three- 
quarters of respondents saying they 
would never, under any circumstances, 
vote for it. This proves that there is a 
large anti-BNP vote out there to be 
mobilised. 

Mobilising the anti-BNP vote is 
crucial. Given the size of London it is 
not feasible for anti-fascists to 
undertake door-to-door campaigning 
across the capital, other perhaps than in 
Barking and Dagenham as this will be 
vital for the general election and the 
2010 borough council elections. 
Instead, anti-fascists have to look for 
alternative forms of campaigning to 
reach the largest number of people with 
as little effort as possible. 

The focus for much of our work has 


Table 1 Battlefield Barking & Dagenham 


The London borough of Barking and Dagenham will be centre stage in both the London Assembly election and any 
possible general election in the coming year. A recent BNP organisers’ bulletin played down the party’s chances in the 
general election with the exception of Barking and Dagenham. With Richard Barnbrook, leader of the BNP group on 
Barking and Dagenham council, as the BNP candidate for London mayor and probable general election candidate in 
Barking, the borough is likely once again to attract intense media coverage. 
The boundary changes bring three wards in Havering into the new Dagenham and Rainham constituency. In these 
wards the combined BNP and UKIP votes in the 2004 Assembly election were 33.8% (Elm Park), 37.5% (Rainham) and 


38.6% (South Hornchurch). 


to be the BME and newly arrived 
communities. Most should have an 
intrinsic dislike of the BNP though the 
threat would have to be explained. 
Another element of our campaign must 
be voter registration, particularly for the 
newly arrived communities from 
eastern Europe. This should be done in 
conjunction with the trade unions and 
linked to campaigns to improve their 
working conditions. Discussions are 
already under way with our Polish sister 
organisation, Never Again, to help in 
this work. 

The fundamental issue for anti- 
fascists is boosting turnout. To break 
the 5% threshold to gain one seat, 
the BNP will have to find an extra 
supporter for every 20 in increased 
turnout. As table 2 shows, a high 
turnout could seriously derail the 
BNP’s chances, particularly of getting 
more than one person elected. 

It would be catastrophic for the BNP 
if the general election were on the same 
day as the London election. Based on 
the same turnout as the 2005 general 


2004 LONDON ASSEMBLY ELECTION 2006 BOROUGH ELECTIONS 

Ward BNP UKIP Lab Con LD BNP UKIP Lab Con LD 
Abbey 512 9.1 37.9 12.0 125 x x 64.2 35.8 % 
Alibon 24.1 23.1 25.0 11.4 7.0 41.7 12.4 33.6 12.3 Xx 
Becontree 16.9 18.0 28.2 yr 10.6 Xx 28.1 47.5 25.5 Xx 
Chadwell Heath 8.8 17.0 SER 22.2 7.8 Xx jew 37.7 209 Xx 
Eastbrook 73 19.6 25.5 20.5 8.3 X x 50.3 49.7 x 
Eastbury 18.8 18.5 26.0 eh) 15,2 B35 20.3 28.4 Xx 15.4 
Gascoigne 122 12.4 35.6 13:0 9.4 X Xx 58.8 21.8 x 
Goresbrook 25.0 (eye 25.5 11.0 9.1 42.5 10.9 35.6 TE x 
Heath 19.5 19.6 Pap 14.1 oS x 2937 48.6 21.8 x 
Longbridge 14.5 16.3 203 25.5 5,1 x 14.4 26.2 25.3 x 
Mayesbrook 22.7 2.9 24.0 13.9 8.9 38.4 24.9 28.4 8.4 x 
Parsloes 21.7 20.4 2911 12.2 8.3 43.2 16.3 40.5 X x 
River 20.7 20.2 30.0 12.5 6.7 me 28.6 50.9 20.5 x 
Thames 19.6 15.8 34.8 10.8 72. x x 51.5 19.2 x 
Valence 20.4 21.4 26.4 12.4 9.1 40.3 123 35.4 x x 
Village Zi 20.2 26.9 13.5 8.1 35.8 7.9 3/2 10.8 8.4 
Whalebone 15.6 17.6 2/3 18.5 8.5 x x 56.1 43.9 Xx 
Postal votes” 10.7 130 34.7 18.6 11.5 

Total 17.7 17.5 29.0 15.5 9.5 

Notes 


(1) The postal votes were counted separately in the London election rather than per ward as in the borough elections. 


BNP and UKIP London 


Assembly election 
results-2004 _ snp UKIP Total BNP Be Total __ BNP iis Total 
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5.8% 419.4% 15.2% (43% 57.2% 11.5% 41% 6.9% 11.0% 
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ign 10.6% [17.1% 
11,509 
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11,019 | 21,991 
UKIP 6.8% 13.6% [20.4% 
6,276 
5.2% 
UKIP i Total BNP UKIP BNP UKIP Total 
7,785 96099 [14,262 3,491 | 6,478 
6.1% [9.4% 4.8% 10.3% 29% (5.4% [lll8.3% 


paper is likely to reduce the BNP’s 
own mayoral vote, some of the anti- 
party voters Johnson might attract on 
the basis of giving Ken Livingstone 


Table 2 Approximate BNP votes required in relations to percentage 
turnout (based on 2004 electoral base "’) 


tig ig se er: . ae wy eons the boot are likely to be natural BNP 

Sala ! ! ! voters. As has become evident in 

40 2,079,058 103,953 166,325 228,696 recent years, the BNP has proved 

42.5 2,208,999 110,450 176,720 242,990 successful in tapping into the sector of 

45 2 338.941 116,947 187.115 357.284 the population that is disillusioned by 

57.8%) 3,040,623 152,031 243,250 334,469 ee 

: die ! ! ! normally vote. 
Notes Searchlight is working with the 


trade unions, political parties and other 
anti-fascist groups to establish one 
united campaign for the London 
elections. We believe that a new strategy 
is needed that targets the sections of 


(1) It is estimated that an additional 600,000 people are eligible to vote compared to 2004 
(2) Turnout in the 2004 London Assembly election 
(3) Turnout in London in the 2005 general election 


election, the BNP would need over 
150,000 votes just to get one person on 
the London Assembly. Three seats 
would require more than 330,000 votes 
and, given the intense campaigning of a 
general election and the reduced media 
profile the BNP would receive, the task 
would be almost impossible. 

The wider political scene will impact 
on the BNP, both negatively and 
positively. The BNP will benefit from 
the demise of the UKIP. In 2004 the 


UKIP’s vote was boosted as the London 
and European elections were held on 
the same day, which will not be the case 
this time. Since then the UKIP has 
suffered several splits and defections. 
However, the English Democrats might 
take some votes from the BNP because 
of the attention that their mayoral 
candidate Gary Bushell might attract. 
Boris Johnson standing for the 
Conservatives might however help 
the BNP. While his name on the ballot 


the population that are likely to vote 
and mobilises those communities 
most likely to be opposed to the BNP. 
While winning the political argument is 
important, this election will hang on 
increasing the turnout. Our target 


turnout must be 45% with our voters 
coming out. If we achieve this then 
Griffin’s rolling plans for the next few 
years, which might even include him 
standing in London in the European 
election, could well be in tatters. —~—dd 


THE ORGANISERS of a militaria fair at 
the Excel Centre in London were 
acutely embarrassed when children 
with the Second Battle Group turned 
up kitted out in the uniforms 
of the League of German Girls and 
the Jungvolk, the junior version of the 
Hitler Youth. 

Formed in 1978, the SBG, which 
had been invited to participate 
in the fair held in spring, takes part 
in battle reenactment events as the 
bloodthirsty Leibstandarte SS 
Adolf Hitler. This elite SS division 
was responsible for the cold- 
blooded execution of British 
troops captured in the retreat to 
Dunkirk and fought for the Nazis 
on every major front in the Second 
World War. 

The SBG also featured in a Panorama 
programme in August. Weekend Nazis, 
made by John Sweeney, exposed the 
links between people who claim their 
only interest is in portraying the battles 
of the Second World War as accurately 
as possible and a number of hardline 
British, Dutch and German nazis, 
whose interest in Hitler's SS is far from 
purely historical. 


Interviewed by Sweeney, an SBG 
member dressed up as an SS officer 
offered no comment to questions 
such as “why do you choose to reenact 
a Nazi racial supremacist fighting 
machine?” Later a hidden camera 
captured him making racist and anti- 
Muslim remarks. 

At the Excel Centre the SBG 
displayed books about Oswald 
Mosley’s British Union of Fascists and 
National Socialists. In Sweeney's film a 
Mosley banner could be seen hanging 
from one of the tents. 

Searchlight would ask the Home 
Secretary why, with the present 
terrorist threat, people are allowed 
to play around in public with 
decommissioned weapons ranging 
from handguns to heavy machine 
guns that a knowledgeable engineer 
could reactivate in a few hours. At the 
very least, such events should require 
a licence. 

And what kind of parent is it who 
would dress children up in Nazi 
uniform, an act akin to a perversion 
and in which social services. staff 
responsible for child protection 
should surely take aninterest? —~d 


Business is 


oliticians faced with imminent 

exposure of some scandal or 

other sometimes resign “to 

spend more time with their 
family”. In the present climate of 
expulsions and recriminations following 
the challenge to Nick Griffin's 
leadership, British National Party 
members have been resigning to spend 
more time on their businesses. 

Terry Farr was the first to use the 
excuse in July when he resigned as a 
BNP councillor in Loughton, southwest 
Essex, though his business was no more 
than a 50-pitch caravan park. 

Next was Scott McLean, who just 
after the inevitable result of the BNP 
leadership election was announced, 
told Griffin that he was stepping down 
from his position as deputy chairman 
and resigning from the Advisory 
Council to concentrate on “a very hectic 
business and family life without the 
BNP Sword of Damocles poised to fall 
on his head at a moment’s notice 
without any warning”. 

Quite what he meant by the reference 
to the sword of Damocles is unclear. 
Was he jumping before he was pushed? 
He was surely not worried about having 
to take over the reigns of the party in 
case of some mishap befalling Griffin. 
As the BNP made clear when Griffin 
was on trial on race hate charges last 
year, the man who would have taken his 
place had Griffin gone to prison was 
Simon Darby. 

McLean gave the same excuse when 
he resigned as fund-holder of the BNP 
Glasgow branch, while Walter 
Hamilton, resigning as Glasgow branch 
organiser, cited both business and 
health reasons. 

The big surprise, however, was the 
sudden announcement by Stuart 


Russell that he was resigning as the 
BNP’s press officer. In his “Doc’s Diary” 


oom 


outside the BNP 


By Sonia Gable 


Simon Darby, new BNP press officer 


on 16 September he stated curtly: “This 
is my last post as I resign my position 
of National Press Officer for the BNP 
in order to concentrate fully on my 
business interests”. 

He went on to say: “It’s been fun this 
last six years”. Strangely a tribute to him 
on the BNP website the following day 
referred to his “ten year role as BNP 
Press Officer”. 

Russell, who uses the alias Dr Phil 
Edwards for reasons that he never fully 
explained, was known as a Griffin 
loyalist. Perhaps the party finally tired 
of his endless gaffes when dealing with 
the media. Or maybe there is some 
truth in the rumours about him being 
fed up with abuse towards his wife, 
Wendy, from certain BNP members in 
Yorkshire. 

Last year Searchlight came across 
Russell in the corridors of the High 
Court where he was waiting to appear 
before Mr Justice Eady to apologise for 
libelling an East Midlands GP and 
former mayor whom he had accused on 
the BNP website of supplying drugs to 
a female patient in exchange for sex. 

Russell’s replacement as press officer 
is Darby, the BNP’s West Midlands 
organiser and a rising star in the party. 
He was also the BNP’s director of 


information technology, a post that has 
now disappeared. 

Darby, 42, clearly does not need to 
spend much time on his Midlands- 
based component supply _ business. 
A former councillor, though he only 
lasted a year, he is certainly not the 
“cool, unflappable operator” described 
in the BNP’s announcement of his 
appointment. In a television studio 
discussion following the screening of a 
documentary on nazi hate music, he was 
totally demolished by Lord Lester, QC. 
After evasion, lies and an eruption 
into antisemitism, Darby seized the 
opportunity of a commercial break 
to disappear. 

Another man on the move in the 
BNP is Jan Leadbitter, the party’s 
Sunderland organiser, who announced 
very publicly — on the letters’ page of his 
local newspaper — that he was resigning 
asi, the \ partys organiser due. to 
“differences of opinions [sic]”. 

It was differences of opinion that 
eventually led to the expulsion of Mike 
Easter, who acted as election agent to 
Chris Jackson in his unsuccessful 
leadership challenge. The official reason 
was the late submission of Jackson's 
election expenses to the BNP treasurer, 
a laughable excuse from a party that 
is over two months late in submitting 
its own accounts to the Electoral 
Commission. 

A clue to the real reason — and an 
illuminating insight into Griffin’s state 
of mind — was to be found in Griffin’s 
internet diary in which he wrote of the 
leadership challenge: “It was a pathetic, 
pitiful, desperate attempt to cause 
trouble for the most modernised and 
most successful nationalist party in 
British history by a handful of cranks 
left over from the BNP’s most sterile 
past, aided and abetted by a gaggle 
of Hollywood Nazis, congenital losers 
and thieves.” 

Easter, a retired businessman from 
Kent and founder member of the BNP, 
had backed Jackson because of growing 
differences between himself and some 
of Griffin’s associates, which he claims 
resulted in the destruction of BNP 
activity in Kent. 

Jackson’s supporters included several 
prominent BNP officers and election 
candidates. His own position seems 
fairly safe after Griffin promised: 
“Tm certainly not going to kick him 
out for standing against me”, although 
“he should have known better than 
to allow himself to be wound up 
and manipulated by such vermin’. 
But Easter’s expulsion is unlikely to be 
the last. ~a 


Investigation 


BNP 
INSULTS 
BRITAIN’S 
WAR DEAD 


By Sonia Gable 


(top) Church service gatecrasher: 
BNP councillor and mayoral hopeful 
Richard Barnbrook Picture David Hoffman 


(below) Simon Bennett, ABEX front 
man and blighted website controller 


HOW LOW CAN the British 
National Party stoop? Is there anyone or 
anything the BNP will not exploit to try 
and make political capital or money? 

Cllr Charles Fairbrass, Leader of 
Barking and Dagenham Council, was 
to be the sole representative of the 
council at a church service for Private 
Tony Rawson, who was killed in 
Afghanistan in August. As the service 
was about to start someone tapped 
him on the shoulder. He turned round 
and was surprised to see Cllr Richard 
Barnbrook, leader of Barking and 
Dagenham BNP group, waiting to 
have his presence acknowledged, a 
rude intrusion that Cllr Fairbrass 
naturally ignored. 

Pte Rawson, 27, of the 1st Battalion 
The Royal Anglian Regiment, lived 
with his fiancée and her daughter in 
Dagenham. Described by his comrades 
as a great friend and brilliant soldier, he 
was killed on 10 August 2007 during a 
fighting patrol to disrupt enemy activity 
and reassure the local population in 
Helmand Province. 

This was not the BNP’s only attempt 
to exploit the grief of families who have 
lost loved ones serving in Britain’s 
armed forces. The Daily Mirror, which 
has been a frequent thorn in the side 
of the BNP, revealed last month that 
the BNP’s ex-service front group is 
trying to con families of dead soldiers 
out of cash. 

Rose Gentle, whose son Gordon was 
killed in Iraq, told how the Association 
of British Ex-Service Personnel 
(ABEX), targeted her asking for 
donations while hiding its BNP 
links. She has now warned soldiers 
and their families to steer clear of the 
group, which Searchlight exposed in last 
month magazine. 

ABEX’s website claims it is a non- 
political group aiming to stand up for 
the rights of former squaddies. It urges 
old soldiers to join up for an annual fee 
of £24 and also sells merchandise with 
British Army, RAF and Navy logos, 
claiming that all funds raised go 
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ASSOCIATION OF BRITISH EX SERVICE PERSONNEL 


towards the work of the group and other 
good causes. 

Mrs Gentle, who has campaigned for 
better safety equipment for British 
soldiers, only discovered the group's true 
identity when told by the Daily Mirror. 
She said: “I’m shocked by this. I received 
an email asking me to join this group, 
and on the face of it they sounded like a 
decent organisation. 

“They said they were trying to help 
soldiers and their families, which 
sounded fine. They also said they didn’t 
want British troops in Iraq. 

“They wanted £24 a year membership 
and I certainly considered it. In my 
campaign I have always said I would 
work with anyone who wanted to bring 
our boys back. 

“Now that I know that they are just a 
bunch of racists I will steer well clear, 
and I would ask other families of 
soldiers to do the same.” 

Gordon, from Pollok, Glasgow, was 
just 19 when he died in Iraq on 28 June 
2004, after only six months’ training. 
He was serving with the 1st Battalion 
Royal Highland Fusiliers. His lightly 
armoured Land Rover was destroyed by 
a roadside bomb. 

The Royal British Legion, the main 
organisation for Britain’s ex-servicemen 
and women, added its voice to the 
warnings about ABEX. A spokesman 
said: “We have no links with this group 
what-so-ever. It is not affiliated to us.” 

ABEX’s website makes no mention of 
its links with the BNP, but it was set up 
by BNP members and is run by a man 
who stood for the BNP in this year’s 
council elections. Over the past few 
months the BNP’s website has grabbed 
every opportunity to promote the 
organisation. ABEX also had a stall at 
this year’s Red, White and Blue BNP 
summer festival. 

Despite the clear links, the BNP tried 
to deny that ABEX was a front for the 
party. A spokesman said: “They are an 
independent organisation. We’ve got 
nothing to do with them.” 

Yet less two years ago an article still 


on the BNP website by Nick Griffin, 
the party’s chairman, referred to ABEX 
as a BNP circle. ABEX is also included 
on the list of BNP circles in the party’s 
audited accounts submitted to the 
Electoral Commission from 2003 to 
2005. According to those accounts a 
circle operates “under the overall 
control of the Group Development 
Department”, which at that time was 
run by Tony Lecomber, a convicted 
terrorist bomber. 

ABEX is just the latest in a long line 
of BNP fronts that try every means 
possible to raise cash to plug the holes 
in the BNP’s finances and recruit new 
members. They include Solidarity, the 
BNP’s fake trade union, the main aim 
of which was to set up a political fund 
to raise money for the BNP until 
Searchlight pointed out that only 
genuine and active trade unions can get 
the necessary approval for this. 

Civil Liberty was formed to raise 
funds overseas for the BNP in 
contravention of electoral law, while 
claiming to help people with legal 
advice. And the BNP has also dipped 
its fingers into financial services 
with Albion Life, a life insurance 
company set up to earn commission for 
the party. It is now moribund after 
Searchlight exposed it. A successor, 
Avocado Mortgages, is no more than a 
fancy website. 

There is also the Christian Council of 
Britain, plaything of the “Reverend” 
Robert West, which aims to recruit 
religious believers. 

ABEX’s website is registered to 
Simon Bennett, who acts as the group’s 
main contact and stood as a BNP 
candidate in Bude, North Cornwall. But 
ABEX is not the only dodgy venture 
he runs on behalf of the fascist party. 
From his home address in Duke Street, 
Launceston, the same little twerp, 
clearly with too much time on his 
hands, set up a very silly and libellous 
website going by the name of 
Searchblight and sent a__ leaflet 
advertising it to journalists, politicians 
and trade unionists. 

Unfortunately for Bennett, the email 
circulating the leaflet, which he signed 
off “Richard English”, repeated a libel 
against Gerry Gable that some years 
ago caused a newspaper to pay out 
several thousands pounds to him in an 
out-of-court settlement. 

After registering the website under 
his own name and address on 31 
August, Bennett must have got cold 
feet. On 9 September he replaced 
these details with obvious fake 
particulars. ~q 


David Irving boasts 
university speaking date 


DAVID IRVING is to speak in a university debate on 23 November on 
“free speech’, Searchlight can reveal. However the Holocaust denial writer, 
who was recently barred permanently from entering Austria, was careful not 
to reveal which student union had been so misguided as to ask him. 

Irving effectively ruined his own career, such as it was, in 1998 when he 
sued the Jewish academic Deborah Lipstadt for libel. The case backfired 
spectacularly on Irving, about whom the judge stated: 

“Irving has for his own ideological reasons persistently and deliberately 
misrepresented and manipulated historical evidence; that for the same 
reasons he has portrayed Hitler in an unwarrantedly favourable light, 
principally in relation to his attitude towards and responsibility for the 
treatment of the Jews; that he is an active Holocaust denier; that he is anti- 
Semitic and racist, and that he associates with right-wing extremists who 
promote neo-Nazism.’ 

His reputation was left in tatters and he was eventually forced into 
bankruptcy. His subsequent imprisonment in Austria for denying the 
Holocaust has hardly helped his rehabilitation, which he so desperately 
craves. Since his release he has been active promoting Holocaust denial in 
Hungary, where he addressed a far-right rally on 15 March 2007. He fared less 
well in Poland where he was expelled from the 52nd Warsaw International 
Book Fair because his writings contravened Polish law. 

The reason for Irving's caution over his debating engagement was clear 
from his correspondence, reproduced on his website, with Andrew Mackenzie, 
president of the European Society at the University of St Andrews. 
Mackenzie had asked Irving to suggest dates on which he could come and speak 
about “the holocaust and Adolf Hitler’, but rapidly withdrew the invitation after 
the university “raised concerns” about “security and use of their property”, 

Students and university staff are asked to let us know about any debates 
booked for 23 November, or thereabouts, that might be the one hosting 
Irving so that we can take steps to prevent this blatant misuse of academic 
freedom to promote his Nazi agenda. 

Irving's public meeting in Coventry on 21 September was cancelled after 
Searchlight discovered the venue, the Royal Warwicks Club, and posted it on 
our websites encouraging people to phone their protests. Managers at the 
club told The Guardian that they had had no idea of the true purpose of 
the meeting, booked as the Military History Book Club, and had now banned 
it and contacted the police. Thank you to bloggers from all parts of the 
political spectrum who spread the word. 

Irving was also due to speak the next day in Windsor, where he moved into 
a large house last month. Strict security was to be observed for his talk, on 
“who dug the grave of the British Empire — Hitler or Churchill”, 

Denied venues for his poison - Dulwich College also rapidly withdrew an 
invitation — Irving is reduced to hawking his books from a tent in a field at a 
Second World War re-enactment event in Kent, where middle-aged men 
got the opportunity to dress up as SS members. The event attracted 
all shades of extremist opinion including a number of members of Belgian 
Blood and Honour. a | 
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Hard-right appointee gives lie to BNP 
claim to have deserted its nazi past 


The British National Party’s new ideological enforcer is a Holocaust denier with 
impeccable current nazi connections. David Williams investigates. 


be controlled by the hardliners and that 
the party’s ideological purity is not 
diluted by new “populist” members who 
are attracted to the party’s anti-Islam 
platform but perhaps not by its 
antisemitism and national socialism. 

One of the qualifications for 
becoming a Voting Member is to 
undergo ideological training. The crucial 
role of managing this training has been 
entrusted to Kemp, whom Griffin 
describes as “a highly skilled and very 
welcome addition to our central 
team’. At the BNP’s twice postponed 
summer training weekend on 15-16 
September, for which the party had 
trouble filling all the places, Kemp 
supervised proceedings somewhat 
inappropriately attired, in dark suit and 
tie, for the Nottinghamshire field where 
it was held. 

Kemp, who has already played an 
important role in the “modernisation” 
of BNP ideology in the past few years, 
has also been appointed to work 
alongside Nicholla Ritchie, the BNP’s 
Falkirk organiser, to oversee the day-to- 
day operation of the party’s Excalibur 
merchandising arm, through which 
activists are encouraged to acquaint 
themselves with extremist literature on 
a number of subjects including race and 
eugenics, 


rthur Kemp, the man who 
earlier in his political career 
handed the “hit list” to Gaye 
Derby-Lewis, which led 
ultimately to the murder of the 
prominent ANC leader Chris Hani in 
April 1993, is now the right-hand man 
of Nick Griffin, the BNP leader. 
Kemp's emerging role within the 
party is of pivotal importance. Last year 
the BNP leadership decided to restrict 
participation in the party’s annual 
general meetings to Voting Members. 
This is a means of ensuring that the 
upper echelons of the BNP continue to 


Out of South Africa 
Kemp was born in 1963 in what was 
then white-ruled Southern 
Rhodesia, now Zimbabwe, to a 
Dutch mother and a British 
>, father whose family came from 
» Gillingham, Kent. Brought up 
» in South Africa, he gained a 
degree from Cape Town 
University and served four 
years in the South African 
military. He has been a 
journalist and has _ links 
with the South African 
intelligence service both pre 

and post apartheid. 
As detailed in the July edition of 
Searchlight Kemp was a sergeant in the 


feared South African Security Police. 
He supplied the hit list to Mrs Derby- 
Lewis, wife of the senior South African 
Conservative Party MP Clive Derby- 
Lewis, as part of a plot to disrupt the 
negotiations that were to end apartheid, 
although Kemp claims he gave it to her 
purely for “research” purposes. Hani’s 
was the third name on the list, after 
Nelson Mandela and Joe Slovo, a 
former General-Secretary of the South 
African Communist Party. Kemp was 
arrested in connection with Hani’s 
murder but never charged. 

Kemp who has consistently lamented 
the decline of white supremacist rule in 
South Africa, wrote a sympathetic 
history of the Afrikaner Weerstand- 
sbeweging (Afrikaner Resistance 
Movement), the white supremacist 
terrorist organisation which tried to 
keep this dream alive. Victory or Violence: 
The Story of the AWB of South Africa 
opened many doors for him in the white 
supremacist underworld. 

Kemp regards himself as something 
of an expert on race and is famed in 
white supremacist circles as the author 
of March of the Titans, the latest version 
of which runs to 586 pages. It took him 
17 years to hone this monumental tome, 
which charts the rise and fall of 
civilisations according to their racial 
makeup, arguing that only where there 
are large numbers of whites is there 
“civilisation”. This civilisation collapses, 
Kemp contends, when “swamped” by 
“racial aliens”. Kemp sees March of the 
Titans as the “germination of a new 
world view” designed — and this was his 
“primary motivation” in writing it — to 
present “an academic front to the racial 
world view and thereby spread the 
understanding of the importance of race 
as a deciding factor in history”. 

As Kemp admits, the book was 
informed by a number of sources, 
including The Racial Elements of 
European History by the Nazis’ chief 
racial scientist Hans F K Giinther, 
though his “best resource” was a series of 
articles entitled “Who We Are” by 


Arthur Kemp (left in suit), Nick Griffin’s new 
ideological enforcer, oversees registration at 
the BNP’s latest training school 


William Pearce, leader of the neo-nazi 
National Alliance in the now defunct 
Attack and in National Vanguard. Kemp 
regarded the articles as “by far the best 
racial historical review written”. Pearce, 
who was an old friend of the BNP’s 
founder John Tyndall, was similarly 
impressed with the use Kemp made of 
his research and his National Vanguard 
Books stocked March of the Titans. 

Kemp, who regularly contributes to 
Identity, the BNP house journal, is by all 
accounts a powerful and_ popular 
speaker. He is currently spreading his 
racial gospel at BNP branch meetings 
across the country and put in an 
appearance at the BNP’s Red, White 
and Blue festival in Derbyshire in 
August. This role is likely to grow 
following the departure of Jonathan 
Bowden, the BNP’s cultural officer, who 
regularly graced the podium at party 
meetings. 


Hands across the ocean 

March of the Titans is also vehemently 
antisemitic. Kemp recycles the usual 
canards, that Judaism is synonymous 
with communism and thus “played a 
massive role in justifying anti-Jewish 
sentiment in Europe prior to, and with, 
the rise of Adolf Hitler’. Having 
absolved Hitler of responsibility for his 
murderous antisemitism, which by this 
twisted reasoning is the fault of the Jews 
themselves, Kemp argues that “the 
Jewish factor” was “a primary reason” 
for the outbreak of the Second World 
War. It is unsurprising then to find 
an entire chapter of Kemp's book 
devoted to an apologia for Hitler and 
the Third Reich. 

With regard to the Holocaust, the 
Nazi genocide of the Jews, Kemp 
claims there is “considerable confusion” 
about the number of deaths and that 
an “increasing number of historical 
dissidents [Holocaust deniers] are 
challenging the claim of mass 
exterminations of Jews and others by 
the Nazis during World War Two”. 

Kemp clearly agrees, stating that the 


outlawing of “revisionism” in a number 
of countries is in itself “cause to 
question the allegations” that the 
Holocaust is a verifiable, historical fact. 
Although he states that further 
discussion of the subject “is outside the 
scope and purpose of this book’, 
the Holocaust is clearly an obsession 
with this man, whom an article on 
the BNP website recently described as 
“very intelligent”. 

Kemp is close to leading figures in the 
Holocaust denial movement in the 
United States including the veteran 
antisemite Willis Carto and _ has 
contributed to The Barnes Review, the 
72-page bimonthly Holocaust denial 
journal that Carto has published since 
September 1994. 

Kemp has attended Carto’s functions 
in the United States including a three- 
day conference in Washington DC 
on 1-3 September 2006 organised 
under the aegis of The Barnes Review 
and Carto’s other Holocaust denial 
journal, American Free Press. This 
conference gathered the créme-de-la- 
créme of international Holocaust denial. 
Its participants included the veteran 
antisemite and Klansman James K 
Warner, the Holocaust denier and 
Mosley fan Dr Edward Fields, the 
antisemitic conspiracy theorist Eustace 
Mullins, the former FBI bureau chief 
Ted Gunderson, the German 
Holocaust denier. Udo Walendy, 
Dr Ingrid Rimland-Zindel, wife of 
the imprisoned German Holocaust 
denier Ernst Ziindel, and_ the 
Canadian antisemite Paul Fromm. 
From Australia came the antisemitic 
Fred Toben, recently returned from the 
Iranian Holocaust denial conference 
which he attended with David Irving's 


chief cheerleader Lady Michele 
Renouf, who also addressed the 
Washington conference. 

Another speaker was Alex G 
Hassinger, formerly of Aryan Loyalist, 
who now runs a website by the name of 
Nordwave, “the voice of national 
socialism’, from Lake Worth, Florida. 
Hassinger, who is of German-Polish 
descent, celebrated the destruction of 
the “Jude Trade Centre” on 11 
September 2001 and stated of the 
hijackers: “I only wish our movement 
had such courageous and dedicated 
men, as they were”. He also organises 
the annual Nazi “Folkfest”. 

Kemp has also contributed to Pearce’s 
National Vanguard, and this was not 
in the dim and distant past, his 
latest article appearing in the 
January/February 2007 edition. 
The National Alliance News website, 
which bills itself as “news for white 
people, by white people”, advertised 
Kemp's appearance as a speaker at the 
2007 International Holocaust 
Revisionist Conference held at the 
National Alliance compound in 
Hillsboro, West Virginia. In the event 
neither Kemp nor Rimland-Zindel, 
also listed to speak, attended. 

Kemp did, however, address a 
meeting in St Louis, Missouri, in April 
2006, where the audience included a 
number of National Alliance members. 

The Barnes Review and National 
Vanguard are among the most hardline 
racist and antisemitic publications to 
come out of America in recent years. 
It will be interesting to see in what 
direction Kemp will help Griffin to 
steer the BNP. Dont hold your breath 
that it will be towards truth, decency or 
moderation. <a 
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The browning of the BNP 


NICK GRIFFIN, leader of the British 
National Party, likes to boast about his 
environmental credentials but it appears 
that not everyone in his party shares his 
views. A recent article in the party 
magazine Identity dismisses a human 
link to global warming. 

“Global Warming: Hostages to a 
Hoax” was originally an internet article 
by the British television producer 
Martin Durkin, who was commissioned 
by Channel 4 to make a programme on 
global warming. Duly called The Great 
Global Warming Swindle, the 
programme was broadcast in March 
2007. Durkin claims to have spoken to 
“hundreds of scientists” and waded 
through “mountains of science papers”. 
His conclusion on the human source of 
global warming: “it’s all codswallop”. 

What Identity does not reveal is that 
Durkin was a former member of the 
Revolutionary Communist Party 
(RCP). And in a further embarrassment 
to Griffin, who preaches the virtues of 
organic food and opposition to big 
business, the author of the Identity 
article is linked to people who have 


been aggressively pushing the 
agricultural biotech industry. 
The RCP was no stranger to 


controversy. In the early 1990s it 
dismissed ITN reports that Bosnian 
Muslims were being held at Serbian 
camps against their will as a forgery. 
The subsequent legal case, during 
which the RCP paraded doctored 
pictures and alleged that the British TV 
news channel had invented the camp, 
cost the party 41m. 

Domestically, the RCP was equally 
outrageous. It opposed the “No 
platform for fascists” policy, described 


in attempting to dismiss 

the impact of humans 
on global warming, 

the BNP is getting into 

bed with the notorious 

Revolutionary 
Communist Party. 

Nick Lowles reports. 


the National Union of Mineworkers 
and Arthur Scargill, the NUM’s leader 
at the time, as no better than the 
Pope and the Catholic Church, and 
campaigned for the collapse of the 
NHS, believing that only when people 
were in extreme poverty and destitution 
would they turn to the RCP’s brand of 
communism. 

Durkin was also involved in the RCP 
magazine Living Marxism and, after it 
was forced to close as a result of the libel 
defeat, the internet magazine Spiked 
Online. Both these publications 
pursued a libertarian agenda, opposing 
Third World aid, legislation against 
incitement and hate speech, and many 
environmental issues. 

The desire for destitution did not 
extend to the RCP’s own ranks and 
many former activists ended up at 
Channel 4, among them Durkin. 

One of the strongest critics of this 
former RCP network is George 
Monbiot, an environmentalist and 
Guardian columnist. Monbiot claimed 
that Living Marxism was “very far from 
a Marxism journal — it was just about as 
far from a Marxist journal as you could 
possibly get. And it seemed to me that 


the title was a direct and deliberate 
attempt to distract attention from the 
fact that this was a far right wing 
libertarian publication that was using 
the terms of the left to make it look as if 
the positions it was taking were new 
and unusual ones.” 

Monbiot later claimed that the RCP’s 
move into the media, communications 
and scientific networks was akin to 
a form of “entryism” to pursue its 
political agenda. 

In 1997 Durkin produced a series for 
Channel 4 entitled Against Nature, 
which criticised the environmental 
movement for threatening personal 
freedom and _ crippling economic 
development. Following a series of 
complaints the Independent Television 
Commission concluded that Durkin 
had misled his interviewees about the 
nature and purpose of the documentary, 
and that he had misrepresented and 
distorted their views by editing the 
interview footage in a misleading 
way. Channel 4 was forced to issue 
an apology. 

Durkin’s deputy on the series was 
Eve Kaye, a former RCP activist and 
contributor to Living Marxism. Kaye is 
married to James Heartfield, a leading 
RCP organiser and co-author of its 
manifesto. 

Other controversial programmes 
made by Durkin include an Equinox 
film in 1998 (Storm in a D-Cup), in 
which he claimed that breast implants 
were beneficial to women’s health, 
which was shown on Channel 4 only 
after the BBC had rejected it. He has 
also. produced a film defending 
genetically modified food, something 
that the BNP claims to oppose. 
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So it is unsurprising that his latest 
documentary has come under fierce 
criticism from scientists who compare it 
to a work of propaganda and insist that 
claims made in the film can easily be 
countered by scientific data which were 
conveniently left out of the programme. 

When two eminent scientists wrote 
to Durkin to protest at his selective use 
of data they were told, in an email that 
was subsequently leaked to The Times, 
to “go and f*™ yourself”. 

Durkin added, “The BBC is now a 
force for bigotry and intolerance ... 
Since 1940 we have had four decades of 
cooling, three of warming, and the last 
decade when temperature has been 
doing nothing. 

“Why have we not heard this in the 
hours and hours of shit programming 
on global warming shoved down our 
throats by the BBC?” 

In another email, Durkin dismissed 
a scientist’s concern by concluding: 
“You are a big daft cock”. 

Spiked Online rallied to Durkin’s 
support. The science lobby group Sense 
About Science, whose director and 
deputy have both been involved in the 
RCP, claimed, at its conference in 
Oxford a week after the programme was 
shown, that there was a considerable 
group of British scientists who also 
had worries over the global warming 
debate. However, when pressed by BBC 
Radio 4, one of the lobbyists admitted 
that he could not name one scientist 
who had exaggerated the climate 
change argument. 

One of the speakers at the conference 
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was Mick Hulme, director of the 
Tyndall Centre for Climate Change 
Research at the University of East 
Anglia. Hulme was the editor of 
Living Marxism and created the 
Spiked website. 

Another science lobby group, the 
Science Media Centre, refused to 
comment. In 2002 the SMC was at the 
forefront of attempts to discredit Fields 
of Gold, a BBC drama about genetically 
modified crops, even before it was 
broadcast. SMC is funded by, among 
others, the pharmaceutical companies 
Astra Zeneca, Dupont and Pfizer. 
Its director is Fiona Fox, another RCP 
supporter and regular contributor to 
Living Marxism. She once wrote an 
article denying that there had been a 
genocide in Rwanda. 

Fiona sister is Claire Fox, one of the 
founders of Living Marxism, who now 
runs the Institute of Ideas. She has 
recently been criticised for supporting 
Gary Glitter’s right to download child 
pornography, rejects multiculturalism 
and has been linked to the libertarian 
pro-gun lobby in the United States. 
In 2004 she debated with Peter Herbert 
of the Society of Black Lawyers 
on whether BNP members should be 
kept out of certain public sector 
jobs. Unsurprisingly, she was opposed to 
any ban. 

The Guardian noted in 2000 that “the 
institute believe[s] that society, business 
and science, especially biotechnology, 
are being held back by fear of risk 
and experimentation — the so-called 
precautionary principle as enunciated 


by Prince Charles over GM food”. 
No surprise then that, like the SMC, 
the Institute receives funding from 
pharmaceutical companies. 

The Institute has linked up with 
rightwing libertarian groups in the UK 
and US. It has held joint events with the 
Adam Smith Institute and Forest, 
the libertarian pro-smoking group, and 
in the US with the Reason Foundation. 
This Foundation promotes the corporate 
takeover of schools, and according to the 
Wikipedia website: “Reason publishes 
a number of studies which oppose 
light rail and expansion of other mass 
transit systems. Funding for Reason 
comes from corporations and other 
organizations including the American 
Petroleum Institute, Chevron, 
ExxonMobil, DaimlerChrysler, Ford 
Motors, General Motors and Shell.” 

Four former contributors to Living 
Marxism contributed to a BBC 
Counterblast programme which argued 
that organic foods were more dangerous 
than conventional foods. This theory 
was first proposed by the Hudson 
Institute, with which the Institute of 
Ideas has links and which, incidentally, 
is funded by the giant biotechnology 
company Monsanto. 

While the BNP is at pains to stress that 
it does not necessarily agree with Durkin 
“100%”, the editor of Identity, John Bean, 
does assert that “there is considerable 
scientific support for the view that [global 
warming] is primarily due to the sun’s 
activity, and not mankind”. However, the 
BNP has also uncritically reproduced 
Durkin’s work ~ 


Home news 


End of the line for Wolf’s Hook 


The murder of Mike “Belsen” Sanderson and subsequent trial of his killer spells the end 
for the Wolf’s Hook White Brotherhood, an adjunct of the openly nazi Nationalist 
Alliance, reports David Williams. 


ON 26 NOVEMBER 2006 the Nazi 
underworld was rocked by the murder 
of one of its leading members, Mick 
“Belsen” Sanderson. He was murdered 
not by a political opponent but by his 
fellow nazi John Pakulski. 

Pakulski was sentenced to six years at 
Nottingham Crown Court last month. 
He had denied murder but pleaded 
guilty to manslaughter due to 
provocation. 

Pakulski certainly was provoked. 
Sanderson was murdered during a 
drunken Wolf's Hook party at 
Pakulski’s home in Worksop. At some 
stage in the proceedings Pakulski 
noticed that his girlfriend, Catherine 
Parker-Brown, was missing as was 
Sanderson. He caught the pair in 

lagrante locked in the bathroom. 
Pakulski kicked the door in only to 
discover Parker-Brown in a “state of 
undress”, likewise Sanderson. A violent 
fight ensued in which Pakulski viciously 
beat Sanderson to the floor using his 
fists and a can of lager. 

When Sanderson eventually came 
downstairs Pakulski stabbed him with a 
bread knife. Sanderson managed to 
crawl out of the house making it to 
nearby Turner Road where he was 
discovered in the early hours of the 
morning in a pool of blood. He was 
rushed to Bassetlaw Hospital where he 
died of a single knife wound that had 
perforated his left lung and an artery. 


Parker-Brown, who admitted 
conspiracy to pervert the course 
of justice by helping to hide the murder 
weapon, will be sentenced _ later 
this month. 

The Wolf’s Hook, a minute nazi group 
dedicated to “the preservation of the 
white race”, was founded in 2004 by a 
group of disgruntled British National 
Party members in the East Midlands, 
several of whom were part of the BNP 
security team. Prominent among them 
was Parker-Brown the former BNP East 
Midlands organiser whose poetry still 


promptly deported. 


plane back to Germany. 


properly scrutinised. 


appears on the BNP website. She ran the 
group's website and Sanderson made its 
badges. Most of its membership was also 
active in the White Nationalist Party. 
Parker-Brown is also the nominal 
leader of the Nationalist Alliance 
(NA), which has an interchangeable 
membership with groups such as the 
England First Party, which is strong in 
the North West and recently Burnley. 
Pakulski has served 285 days on 
remand so he could be free within two 
years. He and Parker-Brown remain 
together despite the incident. ~= 


The only good nazi ... 

Mick Sanderson, who rejoiced in the 
nickname “Belsen” and died at the hands of 
his own comrade 


Holocaust denier sent packing 


A VETERAN GERMAN Holocaust denier who tried to enter Britain was 


Manfred Roeder (pictured), who has a long list of criminal convictions 
and involvement in terrorism, was detained on arrival at Heathrow from 
Frankfurt on 16 September and questioned under the Terrorism Act. 
Later that day he was told that the Home Secretary had directed that he 
be refused admission to the UK on the grounds that his presence would 
not be conducive to the public good. He was then placed on the next 


Roeder, 78, claimed he was paying a social visit to some “old comrades” 
in London. It is understood that police took copies of his diary, address 
book and other documents. Searchlight hopes these papers are 


A spokesperson for Roeder said he would be lodging an appeal. 


Andrew Spence 
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BNP packs YouGov 


The British National Party is urging 
its supporters to pack a polling 
organisation to try to _ boost 
apparent support for the racist party. 

Nick Eriksen, the party’s London 
organiser, is encouraging people to 
sign up as YouGov panel members 
and take part in the organisation's 
research over the internet. He has 
also told them to lie on the online 
application form to make it more 
likely that they will be questioned. 

Anyone can join the YouGov panel, 
from which the respondents are 
drawn, but the organisation tries to 
select the people they question for 
specific polls to fit a certain 
population profile. 

Writing on his John Bull blogsite, 
Eriksen said: “Like all pollsters they 
weight the responses ... to make 
them more accurate, and_ this 
means that YOU can ensure your 
responses are given MORE attention. 
How? Well, the secret is that, being 
an internet pollster YouGov are 
aware that their membership is 
biased towards the middle classes. 
So they give extra weight to 


Fined for mobile phone use 


The BNP is never far from violence but BNP councillors , 
are sometimes convicted for non-violent offences. Word 
reaches us that Peter Turpin, one of the BNP’s six 
councillors in Loughton, Essex, was fined £485 by 
Epping Magistrates’ Court for using a hand-held mobile 


phone while driving. 


Turpin, a former police officer who was asked to leave 


responses from manual workers and 
readers of papers such as the Sun or 
the Star, rather than Newsnight- 
watching Guardian readers. So when 
completing your profile just make 
sure you give the ‘right’ answers 
and hey presto, your voice WILL 
count — double!” 

Eriksson’s move to corrupt 
democracy comes after YouGov has 
decided to give the BNP a separate 
poll rating in surveys about support 
for political parties rather than 
lumping it together in “others” as in 
the past. While this move has so far 
not been accepted by the media, 
who still put the BNP together with 
other small parties, it can only be a 
matter of time before this happens. 

YouGov has been at the centre of a 
number of alarming polls about the ~ 
BNP in recent years. In April 2006 
it was commissioned by Sky News 
into discovering how the public 
viewed BNP policies. A series of 
seemingly daft questions came up 
with the result that almost two- 
thirds of the population agreed with 
the racist party. 


because of his National Front activities, claimed the police had 
fitted him up because he was a BNP councillor. No doubt it was because of 
his wild accusations that the magistrates imposed such a high fine for an 


offence of this type. 


‘Law and order’ candidate given an ASBO 


A BNP CANDIDATE who made 
neighbours’ lives hell has been given 
an ASBO. Dominic Bugler, who 
received 358 votes (9.5%) when he 
stood for election to Walsall council 
in May, was also evicted from his 
home for non-payment of rent. 

The conditions of the ASBO mean 
that Bugler, his wife and two children 
have been banned from entering 
several parts of Pelsall, the ward 
where he stood. 

The Buglers’ landlord - Walsall 
Housing Group — the police and local 
councillors had worked together 
after residents had complained of 
18 months of abuse from the family. 


“There had been ongoing 
problems with Mr Bugler which 
included abuse, littering, drinking 
and fighting, and the problems had 
existed for some considerable time,’ 
said PC Andrew Harman. 

Pelsall councillor Gary Perry said: 
“It was ironic that during the May 
elections he put out leaflets saying he 
was opposed to antisocial behaviour 
and in favour of law and order. 

Simon Darby, the BNP’s West 
Midlands regional organiser, said 
Bugler’s actions did not reflect on 
the party. The truth is, however, that 
he is a typical specimen of the genus 
BNP activist. 
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Far-right MPs arrested 
at illegal demonstration 


Picture Jonas Lampens 

Liles off Filip Dewinter, leader of the 
Flemish Iriterest party 

Francois Lenoir / Reuters 


our extreme-right politicians, 
FE: from the Belgian Vlaams 

Belang (Flemish Interest) and 
two from the Italian Lega Nord 
(Northern League), were arrested at a 
banned anti-lslam protest in Brussels 
on the anniversary of the terrorist 
attacks of 11 September 2001. 

The event, which the city’s mayor 
Freddy Thielemans had prohibited on 
the grounds that it was deliberately 
inflammatory and a threat to public 
order, attracted almost as many 
people from the national and 
international press as participants. 
Despite a claim by the organisers, a 
coalition of far-right groups calling 


itself Stop Islamisation of Europe 
(SIOE), that 20,000 people would go to 
Brussels for the protest, only a couple 
of hundred people showed up. Even 
the man who initiated calls for the 
demonstration in summer, the former 
German journalist Udo  Ulfkotte, 
withdrew his support. 

After the protest was banned Filip 
Dewinter, leader of the VB, pretended 
that the event was a party to celebrate 
his 45th birthday on 11 September. 
The police saw through this ploy and 


piled into Luxembourg Place to arrest * 


50 demonstrators, including Dewinter 
and Frank Vanhecke, chairman of the 
VB. Dewinter, a Flemish nationalist, 


later tried to exploit the situation by 
complaining that he was kicked and 
beaten up “by police officers from 
Wallonia’, the French-speaking region 
of Belgium. Police charged Dewinter 
and Vanhecke for their aggressive 
behaviour and a spokesman later told 
the press that they had attacked a 
police bus driver. 

By the end of the day, 154 people 
had been arrested including two MPs 
from the separatist Lega Nord, and the 
far right had to face the fact that it had 
organised a fiasco. 


From Wim Haelsterman for 
AFF/Verzet-RésistanceS, in Brussels 
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Council Watch 


Each month Sonia Gable looks at the performance and activities of 
British National Party councillors around the country. 

If you havea story, leaflet or newspaper report about BNP councillors please send it to 
Searchlight, PO Box 1576, Ilford, |G5 ONG or email it to editors@searchlightmagazine.com 


COUNCILLOR DAVID ENDERBY 
has lost his appeal against 
his convictions for assaulting his 
estranged wife and mother-in-law. 
Enderby (pictured), the British 
National Party's sole representative 
' on Redditch council, was found 
guilty of three counts of assault by 
beating at a trial at Kidderminster 
Magistrates’ Court in January. He was 
' fined £100 for each offence and ordered 
to pay £100 costs. 
The assaults took place in June 
last year after Enderby, 45, 
barged into a birthday 


More lies 


LOCAL HOUSING SCAM? 


CH 


Over in Barking and Dagenham Richard 
Barnbrook, the BNP’s ludicrous candidate 
for mayor of London, took time out from his 
campaign to produce and distribute a new 
edition of Barking & Dagenham Patriot. 

The tatty sheet claims credit for everyone 
else's achievements, claiming: “All the 
progress that is happening is down to the 
efforts of the BNP” Barnbrook has clearly 
taken to heart the principles expounded by 
the Nazi propagandist Joseph Goebbels who 
said, “If you tell a lie big enough and keep repeating it, people will 
eventually come to believe it”. 

In the same vein Barking & Dagenham Patriot goes on yet again 
about the BNP’s “Africans for Essex” invention, though this time 
without the claim that black families were being paid £50,000 to move 
into the borough, which even the BNP has realised no one believes. 

It also claims the BNP is “working with the police” to reduce race- 
related crimes. This is reminiscent of the claims by the BNP in Corsham, 
Wiltshire, that its vigilante patrols have been instrumental in reducing 
crime in the area. When Searchlight used the Freedom of Information 
Act to canvass the view of the police on the BNP’s antics, the reply 
made a mockery of the BNP’s claims. 

Stories are circulating that Barnbrook has finally bought a house in 
Barking & Dagenham, 16 months after pretending to live there so that 
he could stand for election as a councillor. He has actually been living 
in Lewisham, a fact about which he is more honest on the new website 
the BNP has set up for its campaign for the London elections. In his 
profile, in which he boasts about his charitable work in “British 
communities’, he states that he is “a Streetleader for my local Council, 
which involves removing graffiti, antisocial behaviour and other forms 
of vandalism from South East London” (our emphasis). 
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‘AFRICANS FOR ESSEX’ 
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Assault conviction upheld 


party at his mother-in-law’s house. Last month 
Worcester Crown Court dismissed all three appeals and 
ordered him to pay £200 towards prosecution costs. 

Enderby was allowed to keep his council seat after the 
original conviction because he had not received a 
custodial sentence of at least three months, nor had he 
breached the councillors’ Code of Conduct because he 
did not commit the assaults while on council business. 

The BNP has continued to stand by him. A few days 
after he lost his appeal, Simon Darby, the BNP’s new 
press officer, crowed about how the Sunday Mercury 
had to print an apology to Enderby for errors in an 
article, which Darby described as “excellent news’. 
Of the upholding of the assault convictions there was 
not a word. 


Parish pump politics 


DESPERATE FOR MORE councillors, the 
BNP website hails every new parish councillor, 
deliberately not making it clear that they only 
sit at the very lowest and generally non- 
political tier of local government. The latest is 
Patrick Robert Pattison, who says he arrived at 
the BNP via the Conservatives and the UK 


. Independence Party. 


Earlier in September the BNP was cock-a- 
hoop over its recruitment of Simon Deacon, 
formerly the minuscule and incompetent 
National Front’s sole parish councillor. 

So it was a great disappointment for the 
BNP when Donna Bailey was rejected as a 
member of Upper Beeding Parish Council in 
West Sussex at the beginning of September. 
She had stood for co-option to the parish 
council, claiming that she did not want to 
bring politics to the council but was only 
interested in the community. However she 
was turned down when a vote was taken. 

Asked whether her politics had entered 
into the decision, David Coldwell, chairman 
of the council, said: “Perhaps it did — only in 
that her political affiliations were 
mentioned and people did not like the 
affiliations she has.” 

Bailey stood for the BNP in the elections 
for Horsham council in May but received 
under 12% of the vote. 


Election round-up 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY 
contested 11 council by-elections last 
month, averaging 12.0% of the vote. 
While it polled over 20% in three 
wards, most were derisory results. Indeed, 
in two of the wards contested, Irwell 
in Rossendale and Shoeburyness in 


Birmingham: Brandwood 


Party Votes % 
Labour 1,998 42.7 
Conservative 1,663 35.6 
BNP 290 6.2 
Lib Dem 285 6.1 
Green 193 4.1 
Independent 157 3.4 
UKIP 64 1.4 
New Nationalist 25 0.5 
Worcester: St Clements 

Party Votes % 
Labour 604 42.5 
Conservative 478 33.6 
BNP 166 ez: 


UKIP 122 8.6 
Green Sy 7 


Southend: Shoeburyness 


Party Votes % 
Independent 666 34.0 
Conservative 494 25.2 
Labour 460 23.5 
BNP 278) wild 


Lib Dem 66 3.4 


Nuneaton and Bedworth: Abbey 


Party Votes % 
Labour 807 37.9 
BNP ASE 
Lib Dem 409 19.2 
Conservative 329) 155 
Green lig: 5.4 


Independent 10 0.5 


"FINANCIAL 
MISMANAGEMENT’ 
CLAIM CAUSED 
SMITH DEPARTURE 


Southend, the BNP share of the vote was 
considerably down even on last May’s 
performance. 

These elections seem to confirm two 
key points. Firstly, that the BNP 
continues to average above 10% so 
proving that there is a fairly uniform 
degree of support for the party across the 
country which should send alarm bells 
ringing ahead of the 2009 European 


elections. Secondly, by-elections are no 
longer proving the same opportunities 
for BNP success. The BNP has won just 
one by-election in three years and that 
was in a ward which it already held. 
The BNP is finding it harder to motivate 
its own activists and the mainstream 
political parties, particularly Labour, 
have become more robust in by-elections 
where the racists are standing. 


Lewisham: Whitefoot Copeland: Harbour 
Party Votes % Party Votes % 
Lib Dem 986 =. 37.1 Labour 463 443 
Labour 901 33.9 Conservative 337) Bo25 
Conservative 536. se 202 BNP. 245 23.4 
National Front a5 3.6 
UKIP 39 33 ‘oe Irwell 
Green 5 yO! eae hae d 
a Ti ea eS Labour 379 BWAPL 
Conwy County: Mochdre Conservative S12 ese 
Party Votes % BNP 281 27:5 
Labour 303. 45.7. LibDem 48 47 
Palid 166 25.0 
Conservative S159 24.0 Jos gabe pana et wiseen ‘i 
ee == 353 Labour 632 59.4 
Liverpool: Warbreck Conservative 300 828.2 
Party Votes % BNP 80 7.5 
Labour 1796. 5.0 i 8675249 
Lib Dem 1,024 31.4 
a Rossendale: Whitewell 
Cee 14648 Party Votes % 
Independent 1314.0 ieee 606 48.6 
| zz 399 320 
| EE Conservative 1522s 
Conservative 40 112 pe 
Liverpool Lab Com 32 1.0 

City of York: Heworth Without 
Wigan: Wigan West Party Votes % 
Party Votes % Lib Dem 914 46.7 
Labour 837 43.7 Conservative 703 35.9 
Lib Dem 464 24.2 Labour 219 11.1 
BNP. 264 13.8 BNP 63 20) 
CommAction _—s—is 219 = 11.4 Green 58 3.0 
Independent 72 3.8 
Green 60 3.1 
COUNCILLOR SIMON Smith is currently serving a 
SMITH now sits as an inde- three-month suspension from 


pendent in Sandwell after 
his resignation from the 
BNP in August. In a letter 
to his local newspaper, he 
denied that he had left the 
party because of his view that 
the terrorist attack on the Twin 

owers was an “inside job”. The real 
reason, he said, was the “serious finan- 
cial mismanagement of the party”. 


the council for publishing 
material on his council web- 
page that was “hateful and 
abusive” to ethnic minorities. 
For that he was lauded as a 
hero in the August edition of the 
BNP’s newspaper The Voice of 


Freedom. His resignation added to the 
embarrassment already presented by 
the paper (see page 17) 


ANTI-FASCISTS IN RUSSIA 
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Nikolai Kuryanovich (right) with David Duke 


RUSSIA 
Fascist rally marks 
anniversary of 

raceriots 


By Graeme Atkinson 


TWO MEMBERS OF the Russian 
parliament, the Duma, addressed a 
fascist rally in Moscow at the beginning 
of September. Andrei Savelev of the 
nationalist Rodina party and Nikolai 
Kuryanovich, formerly of the far-right 
Liberal Democratic Party of Russia, 
took part in the meeting organised by 
Alexander Belov’s Movement Against 
Illegal Immigration (DPNI). 

Attended by over 300 racists, the 
event was held to commemorate the first 
anniversary of last year’s racist riots 
in the northern town of Kondopoga. 
Belov did not attend personally, having 
just been released from five days in 
custody in Petrozavodsk, where police 
had detained him for travelling to 
Kondopoga with false papers and then 
resisting arrest. The DPNI, and Belov 
especially, played a key role in inciting 
the riots in Kondopoga and DPNI 
supporters have had a hand in racist 
attacks in other cities. 


Kuryanovich made his name by 
seeking the removal from the Criminal 
Code of the law against inciting racial 
hatred and has demanded that Russian 
women who marry foreigners be deprived 
of Russian citizenship. He often attends 
fascist gatherings and is much admired 
by David Duke, the US nazi and former 
Ku Klux Klan leader. 

Meanwhile, nazi murder and mayhem 
in Russia continues. Two nazi teenagers 
were arrested in Barnaul on 15 August 
on suspicion of murdering an Azeri 
market trader, according to a report 
from the well informed Sova Centre 
monitoring organisation. Police dis- 
covered nazi literature and the murder 
weapons at the homes of the suspects, 
aged 17 and 18. Their arrests came 
shortly after the body of their alleged 
victim was found with multiple stab 
wounds. They face murder charges and 
prosecutors are reportedly considering 
hate crime charges as well. 

The high level of racist and fascist 
violence is not subsiding, a fact that is 
causing growing concern within and 
outside Russia. Vyashelvav Nikonov, a 
Duma member, warned recently that 
slogans such as “Russia for the 
Russians” ultimately threaten Russia's 
multiculturalism and future as a 
civilised state. Amnesty International 
says that racism in Russian cities is 
spiralling out of control. 

Yet despite coverage by the Russian 
and international media of the rise of 
nazi bonehead gangs, racist attacks and 
some of the killings these thugs 
commit, the Putin government is still 
refusing to implement measures to 
stamp out racism, antisemitism and 
fascism. As Galina Kozhevnikova of the 
Sova Centre concludes: “No one wants 
to admit that the country which 
defeated fascism could possibly be a 
breeding ground for fascists.” <a 


Antifa-Net International Appeal 


ANTI-FASCISTS ARE UNDER attack in Russia. Intimidation, terror and 
SOL! DARITY murder by a new generation of neo-nazis are daily occurrences. 
The wave of violence reached a peak this summer when film of the cold- 
blooded fascist assassination of two people was posted on the internet. 
1 That this is occurring in a country that lost many millions of people 
toHitler’s Nazis in the Second World War is even more shocking. 
. ASC STS The facts speak for themselves. 
M 122 people have been murdered by racists and fascists in the past 


two and a half years. 
M@ There are an estimated 70,000 skinheads in Russia today. 


M@ Anti-fascists are being systematically attacked and even murdered. 
@ The perpetrators are often charged only with “hooliganism”. 


President Putin has promised to stamp out rightwing extremism but has 
done little. Anti-fascists are not only few in number but are politically 
isolated in the face of an enemy that whips up hatred and brutality 
against immigrants and national, ethnic, religious and sexual minorities. 
Merely “looking anti-fascist” means being targeted by the nazis who 
patrol parts of most Russian cities looking for victims. In St Petersburg 
and Moscow, nazis gather intelligence to track down anti-fascists, and 
attack and, in some cases murder them. 

Murdered 


Dane Earlier anti-fascist campaigns against the public use of fascist symbols 

y nazis: i y : 

Bi faccor and the sale of racist propaganda achieved some success but the nazis 
Nikolai reacted by murdering Professor Nikolai Girenko, one of the most 


Girenko highprofile anti-fascist specialists who had supported these campaigns, 


at his St Petersburg home. 


The authorities talk proudly of the war against Hitler but do so now from 
a nationalist standpoint. The nazis claim to be defending “Russian 
identity” and “the interests of the Russian nation” and the toleration of 
violent nazi gangs stems from the fact that Russian nationalism is touted, 
even officially, as a remedy for the continuing feelings of defeat resulting 
from the collapse of the Soviet Union. 


Anti-fascists in Russia now desperately need financial and material 
assistance but cannot generate this themselves. With funds, they can 
produce leaflets, organise campaigns and pay for lawyers. They can also 
build up a more organised, modern, computer-linked infrastructure to 
create proper networks of resistance. 


This can only come about through the international solidarity of 
progressive people, and all anti-fascists and anti-racists outside Russia. 


Donate to the Russian Human Rights Solidarity Fund 


Please send donations to: Russian Human Rights Solidarity 
Campaign, c/o Searchlight, PO Box 1576, Ilford, Essex |G5 ONG 


Or pay directly into our account at: 

Russian Human Rights Solidarity Campaign 
Branch Sort Code: 40-03-36 

Account Number: 41284479 


Antifa-Net - The International Antifascist Network for Research and Action 
was founded in January 2004. It has member groups in Germany, 

The Netherlands, Austria, Norway, Denmark, France, Sweden, Poland, 
Russia and the USA. Searchlight is its British representative. 
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Ban shatters Hess 
commemoration plans 


From Skrolan Taschel for Der Rechte Rand and Antifa-Net 


GERMAN NAZIS had big plans for 
this year’s 20th anniversary of the death 
of Hitler's deputy Rudolf Hess on 17 
August. Top of the wish list was a big 
march in Wunsiedel in Bavaria, where 
Hess is buried, like the one three years 
ago when they managed to mobilise 
around 4,500 people. The Wunsiedel 
authorities quickly put paid to this plan 
when, as in the past two years, they 
banned the event, much to the anger of 
Jurgen Rieger, the leading nazi lawyer, 
who usually makes the application for 
permission to march. 

Rieger soon had other problems when 
more than 1,000 anti-fascists converged 
on his office in the upmarket Hamburg 
suburb of Blankenese on 14 August. 
Panic stricken he put out a call for help 
to nazis across north Germany. 
Only 80 fascists from the greater 


Hamburg region turned up but this was 
enough to embolden him to make a 
150-minute ranting speech in which 
among other things he blamed the 
Marx Brothers’ films for Hess’s arrest in 
England in 1941. 

Thomas Wulff, another notorious 
north German nazi, announced to the 
gathering that something “great” would 
happen for the 20th anniversary. 
This turned out to be a pathetic publicity 
stunt involving a so-called “Rudolf 
Hess lorry” driving across Germany 
bearing the message “Rudolf Hess 
1894-1987. There is no statute of 
limitation for murder” on its side. 
) The nazis managed to drive it 
around a few German cities and 
produce photo opportunities at well 
known sites such as the Olympic 
Stadium in Berlin, before the police 
finally put a stop to their jaunt. 

The Wunsiedel ban left the 
nazis without a venue for a major 
event. Christian Worch, one of 
the leading figures in the so-called 
Freie Kameradschaften ordered his 
followers to go to a demonstration 
in Friedrichshafen on Lake 


Constance, near Germany’s borders with 
Austria and Switzerland, but only 150 
did so. The National Democratic 
Party's youth outfit, the Junge 
Nationaldemokraten, organised a march 
in Grafenberg in Bavaria but it too only 
attracted 150. The biggest turnout was in 
Jena in Thiringen where 300 marched. 

None of the events were comparable 
to the demonstrations held in 
Wunsiedel from 2001 to 2004, when 
thousands of Hitler fans from other 
European countries including Sweden, 
Denmark, Austria Switzerland and 
Britain flocked to the town to march 
with their German nazi friends. 

Aware of the restrictions in Germany, 
some German nazis tried to venture to 
another Hess march in Kolding in 
southern Denmark but most of them 
were stopped at the border. Later that 
day the march organiser, the Danish 
nazi leader Jonni Hansen, was arrested. 

All in all, the actions of the 
Wunsiedel authorities and the police 
lett) they, nazis. barely sable! |. .to 
commemorate the 20th anniversary of 
their 93-year-old heros death in 
Spandau prison. ~<a 


TV star fired in Nazi row amid 
rising far-right support 
From Graeme Atkinson in Berlin 


GERMANY’S LEADING PUBLIC BROADCASTER has sacked one of its most popular 
newsreaders and talk show hosts for publicly praising the Nazis’ family policy. 
Eva Herman, who fronted ARD’s nightly peak-time national news programme 
Tagesschau for 18 years, had claimed that, despite Hitler's ruinous policies, “there 
was at the time also something good, and that is the values, that is the children, 
that is the families, that is a togetherness ... it was all abolished, there was 
nothing left’. 

A statement from Volker Herres, spokesperson for the ARD, declared: 
“Mrs. Herman's authorial activities are in our view no longer compatible with her 
role as a television news reader and talk show host’. 

Herman, 48, and four times married, caused a row last year by arguing that 
women should raise children rather than pursue careers. Her latest book, 
The Noah's Ark Principle: Why We Must Save the Family, is a sequel to her 2006 
bestseller The Eva Principle: For a New Femininity. Both books attack women's 
emancipation and complain about the loss of traditional gender roles that 
supposedly guarantee “security”. 

A few days after the Herman scandal a new one flared up, sparked by claims from 
a German cardinal that modern culture is descending into‘degeneracy’, a term the 
Nazis used to describe modern art. Joachim Meisner, 63, the Roman Catholic 
archbishop of Cologne, declared at a ceremony to open a museum in Cologne on 
14 September: “When culture is disconnected from divine reverence, the cult 
descends into ritualism and culture degenerates. It loses its centre” 

He initially defended his choice of words, telling German radio he meant to say 
that if art and culture are separated then both suffer, but Hans-Heinrich Grosse- 
Brockhoff, a Catholic state secretary in North Rhine-Westphalia’s Ministry of 
Culture, commented, “That Cardinal Meisner got carried away enough to use 
such a phrase is shocking and shows he has no grasp of art and culture” Meisner, 
no stranger to controversy, also angered Muslims in September by criticising an 
abstract stained glass window designed for Cologne Cathedral, saying, “it 
belongs to a mosque or another place of prayer but not this one” 

Meanwhile, the revelation that the nazi National Democratic Party (NPD) has 
overtaken the mainstream Social Democratic Party (SPD) in the east German 
state of Saxony has shocked many Germans. According to a recent poll by the 
respected Forsa Institute, support for the NPD stands at 9% compared with only 
8% for the SPD, which has lost out to the new Left Party which has 27%. The poll 
suggests that if regional elections were held now, the conservative Christian 
Democrats would emerge with a clear lead at 39%. 

“The survey shows that the NPD is a party that has strong support in Saxony 
and is accepted as a normal party in some parts of the state,’ said Manfred 
Guellner, director of the Forsa Institute. 

Alarm about the rise of the nazis in Saxony was heightened in August by a 
vicious mob attack on a group of eight Indian men at a festival in MUgeln, near 
Leipzig. A raging mob of 50 youths chased the men through the streets, hurling 
racist abuse at them before beating them up and putting them in hospital. So far 
only two suspects have been arrested. 

Although Chancellor Angela Merkel condemned the Mugeln attack as 
“extremely deplorable and shameful’, this incident, the growth of the NPD and 
the two latest scandals are symptoms of a much deeper and growing malaise 
troubling Germany: the extent to which far-right sentiments and thinking are 
rooted in broader society. The ideas of the Nazis are not confined to the fringes of 
society but are also present in sections of Germany's elite. 

Gerhard Schréder, Merkel's predecessor as Chancellor, began a major push 
against the nazis in 2001. The federal government has thrown money at the 
problem, spending over €192 million (£130 million) on more than 4,500 projects 
designed to counter hate prejudices and fascism, but the expenditure appears to 
have had no great effect. =a 
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Sardinians 
lead the 
way against 
nazi rock 


By Alfio Bernabei 


A PROTEST BY hundreds of anti- 
fascists against a concert on the Island 
of Sardinia has highlighted the growth 
of neo-nazi Italian rock bands, of which 
there are believed to be 60 to 70. Most 
are associated with political parties such 
as Fiamma Tricolore and Forza Nuova 
and provide entertainment at party 
meetings. But they also sell CDs, 
appear on YouTube and give public 
performances. 

Sardinia in the middle of August 
must have sounded a pretty safe bet for 
a neo-nazi concert without protests. 
Italians flock to the island to escape and 
enjoy the beaches. But the residents of 
Capoterra, a town 10 miles from the 
capital, Cagliari, smelled a rat when 
they heard of a concert titled “sei 
diventata nera” (you have turned black). 
The names of the organisers — Sardinia 
Skinheads, Rock in Fiamme (Flaming 
Rock), Fiamma Tricolore and FN — left 
little doubt that the event was intended 
to promote a racist message against 
black immigrants. 

The protest at the concert gathered 
supporters from all over the island. 
Police and carabinieri mounted 
roadblocks to prevent clashes between 
anti-fascists and the neo-nazi fans of 
the bands. The local paper, La Nuova 
Sardegna, described Capoterra as a town 
under siege. Two of the seven bands on 
the bill withdrew in fear of trouble. 

Efisio Demuro, one of the organisers 
of the protest, said, “We don’t want neo- 
nazi concerts at Capoterra. Our town 
celebrates the values of the resistance 
against fascism and Nazism. That’s why 
we have gathered around the 
monument that commemorates those 
who fought against the nazi fascists”. 
The protesters won a clear victory as 
only 75 cars managed to reach the 
concert site. 


In concert: 270bis still pining over the execution of the fascist dictator Benito Mussolini 


It would be nice to think that 
the stand taken by the Sardinians 
is followed on the mainland, but this is 
not the case. Such bands have a history 
in Italy dating back to the 1970s and 
enjoy a disturbing degree of popularity. 
Music experts have produced a map of 
the neo-nazi rock band phenomenon. 
Their inspiration is said to have come 
from the British White Power rock, 
Rock Against Communism and bands 
such as Skrewdriver. 

Roberto Fiore and Massimo 
Morsello, founders of FN, who were in 
London during the 1980s as fugitives 
from justice, saw the advantages 
of recruiting through music events. 
They organised concerts with Romano 
Mussolini, son of the dictator, who 
played with a jazz band and Morsello 
himself issued some CDs as a singer. 
His music paved the way for the return 
to Italy of both exiles. On their arrival, 
as leaders of FN, they consolidated their 
links with an Italian band called 
Hobbit, a name associated with the 
so-called “Campi Hobbit”, a type of 
open-air gatherings with a  nazi- 
fascist following. 

During the 1990s the Tuono Records 
label, already known for organising the 
first international neo-nazi rock band 
event of 1988, played a major role with 
the production of CDs by bands such as 
Peggior Amico (Worst Friend), Gesta 
Bellica and ADL122. The latter’s name 
is a jibe at the Mancino Law 122 of the 
Italian penal code, which condemns 
racial and religious discrimination. 

Today the main bands are ZZA 
(ZetaZeroAlfa) whose lead singer 
incites fans to use belts as weapons, 
which they do, Insedia, Aurora, 270bis, 
La Peggio Gioventu (Worst Youth) and 
Londinium SPQR. Insedia has a song 
called Quando cera Lui (When He was 


there, “He” being Benito Mussolini), 
while 270bis sings nostalgically about 
Claretta e Ben (Mussolini and _ his 
mistress Claretta Petacci, both killed by 
partigiani) and proclaims, “I have the 
heart of a black shirt”. Londinium 
SPQR, an Italian band that originated 
in London, displays paramilitary lyrics 
in Fare Quadrato (squaring up): 
“Launch the attack in an effective way 
by sticking together with a single goal, 
the only way forward”. 

The work of these bands finds an 
outlet through the internet, but some, 
such as 270bis, manage to sell up to 
6,000 copies of their CDs through 
shops. For their gigs the bands 
apparently find it easy to hire clubs 
and discothéques. On special occasions 
several bands appear _ together. 
A notorious example was the concert in 
support of the fascist terrorist Luigi 
Ciarvardini, found guilty for the 
Bologna bombing that killed 85 people 
in 1980. 

Among the most active participants 
in the contemporary nazi rock band 
scene is Marcello De Angelis, another 
Third Position militant who sought 
refuge in London with Fiore, spent 
eight months in Brixton prison and 
later returned to Italy to finish a jail 
sentence. Today he leads 270bis as well 
as sitting as a Senator for Gianfranco 
Fini’s party, Alleanza Nazionale. 

Last month the annual “Action 
Camp”, held by FN at a venue near 
Rome to mark the 10th anniversary of 
the birth of the movement, saw the 
attendance of several bands and 
musicians, including Hobbit. They took 
part in a seminar on “militant music as a 
political vehicle”. One of the slogans 
among the neo-nazi movement says it 
all: one song is more influential than a 
thousand leaflets. <i 
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Voorpost fol 


From Jeroen Bosch for Alert! and Antifa-Net in Utrecht 


FIVE RACISTS ASSOCIATED with 
a fascist strong-arm squad have been 
imprisoned for 16 months with 
a further eight months suspended for a 
series of arson attacks on targets that 
included a synagogue, a halal butcher’s 
shop and an Islamic school. 

The group, 11-strong in all, were 
arrested after they tried to burn down a 
house occupied by squatters in 
Amsterdam and Nick Schilder, 20, 
was caught fleeing from the scene. 
Soon afterwards, police rounded up the 
whole group including their leader, 
Elmar de Kuijper, also 20, and Brian 
Boender, 19, who is active in the violent 
nazi Youth Storm Netherlands and the 
neo-nazi group Combat 18. 

Most of the attacks occurred in 
Almere, a new town east of Amsterdam, 
where de Kuijper runs the local section 
of Voorpost a fascist group that wants 
union between the Netherlands and 
Flanders and espouses Holocaust 
denial. His recruits included several of 
the arsonists. 

Founded in the 1970s, Voorpost 
entered a new phase of development 
in 2004 under the dual leadership of 
its “action leader” Paul Peters and its 


Paul Peters, Voorpost “action leader’, at a 
Nationalist People’s Movement 
demonstration, November 2006 


chairman Robert Schaap with the 
aim of recruiting racist youngsters, 
whose numbers have grown in the past 
few years. 

A key area of activity is the internet 
where through popular websites for 
youngsters, including “Holland 
Hardcore” and Stormfront, the fascists 
try to interest youth in their ideas and 
organisations. 

A second recruiting method much 
favoured by Voorpost is holding 
so-called pub meetings and attending 
pub meetings of other organisations. 
Peters especially is often seen at such 
meetings and has helped organise them 
for Stormfront. 

Under its former leaders, Tim Mudde 
of the nazi band Brigade M and 
Marcel Riiter, a former strategist of the 
banned fascist group CP’86, Voorpost 
campaigned on issues such as 
the environment, animal welfare and 
globalisation. The themes Peters 
and Schaap prefer are plainer and 
simpler: opposition to mosques, 
refugees and anti-fascists. 

In 2005, their strategy achieved some 
success when Voorpost recruited a large 
group of young people in Zoetermeer, 


Robert Schaap, Voorpost chairman, 
at a far-right march in February 1996 


after helping them to hire a venue for 
a party on Liberation Day, 5 May. 
The party was an openly nazi event and 
it did not take long for the group to 
radicalise itself into what is now Youth 
Storm Netherlands. 

The group in Almere are former so- 
called “Lonsdale-youth” who had 
organised via the internet but in 2006 
became Voorpost’s branch in Flevoland, 
a province consisting of land reclaimed 
from the Zuiderzee. This group has 
now also undergone a process of 
radicalisation and turned violent, as 
confirmed by the arson convictions. 
This raises the question of just how far 
Voorpost is responsible for this. 

It is clear that Voorpost recruits 
youngsters and equips them with 
ideological baggage, facilitates periodic 
meetings with other rightwing 
extremists and supplies them with a 
network of ultra-rightists in which 
many violent or formerly violent racists 
are active. Although Peters rushed to 
distance Voorpost from the Almere 
gang and claims he kicked them out of 
Voorpost as soon as they were arrested 
several months ago, it is clear that, 
despite Voorpost’s front stage image as 
a nationalist organisation, violence is 
closer than the organisation would like 
people to think. 

The arsons were not the gang’s only 
crimes. When a group of left-wing 
youngsters occupied a house in Almere, 
de Kuijper mobilised his followers who, 
masked and armed with bats, clubs and 
two petrol bombs, entered the building, 
chased everybody out and set fire to it. 

De Kuijper told the court in 
Rotterdam that he was no ordinary 
vandal. “We have an ideology. We are 
not only against foreigners, but also 
against criminals and unemployed 
people.” He and his mates apparently 
see themselves as defenders of the 
“national culture”. 

Boender, who is covered in nazi 


tattoos, admitted to the judge that, “how 
Hitler thought, I think as well”, but the 
public prosecutor regarded Anton 
Mostert, 21, as the brains of the group. 
The six lesser players were given 
sentences ranging from 200 hours of 
community service to seven months 
in prison. 

The Voorpost crowd were not the 
only fascists in court in September. 
Also in the dock, on arms charges, were 
Arris de Bruin, of Combat 18 and the 
Racial Volunteer Force, and Maarten 
van Mil, a dealer in nazi insignia. 

De Bruin, terrified that a case might 
be brought against the Combat 18/RVF 
group in Rotterdam, had told the police 
that van Mil sold him the guns but a 
recorded telephone conversation 
between de Bruin in jail with his 
Combat 18 mate Robin van Opstal — 
both members of the Dutch People’s 
Union (NVU) heavy mob = at 
demonstrations — proved that van Mil 
was a fall guy to deflect police attention 
from Combat 18 structures. 

De Bruin denied being a member of 
Combat 18, but the value of the illegal 
weaponry in his possession far exceeded 
his monthly income, another indication 


Arris de Bruin of the Racial Volunteer Force, 
imprisoned for arms offences 


Pictures: Kafka 


that he is not the lonely and isolated 
extremist he claimed to be. 

According to the police, the weapons 
were used by at least five men at home- 
made shooting ranges near Rotterdam. 
De Bruin’s neighbour, Murat Kivanc, a 
sergeant in the Dutch army who had 
previously sold him stolen splinter proof 
vests for €2,100, offered him a bazooka 
with six rockets for around €3,500 and 
some landmines and hand-grenades. 

The court sentenced de Bruin to two 
years in prison, six months suspended, 
Kivanc to six months and van Mil to 12 
months, three months suspended. 

Interestingly, it has emerged that, 
some years ago, van Mil was cleared 
of possession of thousands of nazi 
badges and other emblems when an 
Amsterdam court decided the items 
were meant for use as “props” in film 
productions. 

The threat of armed violence from 
Blood and Honour nazis in the 
Netherlands is not over even if 
the movement, which still propagates 
and glorifies racial violence as much as 
ever, has been forced by the de Bruin 
case to tread more carefully for the 
time being. ~= 


Anton Mostert (left), “brains” of the Almere arsonists, and Elmar de Kuijper, their leader, on a 
Nationalist People’s Movement march against a mosque in Middelburg, November 2006 


BELGIUM 
Venue denied 
to nazi rockers 


PLANS BY BLOOD and Honour 
Flanders to hold a big _ nazi 
rock festival in Flanders on 27 
October have run into difficulties. 
A booking of a concert hall in 
West Flanders able to hold the 
expected 2,000 audience was 
cancelled when the management 
found out the nature of the event 
and Blood and Honour is having 
trouble finding an alternative 
venue. 

Early in July the Flemish 
AntiFascistisch Front (AFF) 
discovered the plan for an 
ambitious international “lan Stuart 
Memorial” gig featuring 10 bands 
and immediately launched a 
campaign against it. Because of 
the current political crisis in 
Belgium - there has been no 
federal government since the 
June elections and an end is not in 
sight - the AFF campaign has had 
little political impact and only the 
progressive newspaper De Morgen 
has paid any attention it. 

A nazi rock gig on 1 September 
in Kinrooi, in the province of 
Limburg, attracted only 150 
boneheads compared with the 
thousand who were expected to 
show up to hear bands such as 
Razor's Edge, Damage Inc and 
No Remorse. The Christian- 
Democrat mayor of Kinrooi, 
Hubert Brouns, refused to do 
anything to stop the concert and 
only asked the police to stay in 
the neighbourhood of the venue 
to keep an eye on things. 

Insiders blame the low atten- 
dance on Sebastian Seemann, the 
organiser of the gig. Seemann is 
part of the German branch of 
Combat 18 and organised some 
Blood and Honour activities in 
Belgium last year. He is neither 
popular nor trusted with his 
fellow fascists, who accuse him of 
systematically passing informa- 
tion on nazi activists and activities 
in Germany and elsewhere in 
Europe to the German secret 
service. 


From Wim Haelsterman for 
AFF/Verzet/RésistanceS in 
Brussels 
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FN founder and prolific fascist writer dies 


Jean-Yves Camus reports from Paris 


Roland 
Gaucher 
(right) 


ROLAND GAUCHER, who died on 
27 July, was one of the last 
representatives of the generation of 
nationalist extremists whose political 
career started before the Second 
World War. Though little known to the 
public, Gaucher, a journalist and a 
nationalist activist, was a prolific writer 
on the French far right. 

Gaucher was a key actor in, and 
witness to, the evolution of the extreme 
right in France over the past six decades 
and had personal knowledge of all the 
main organisations and personalities. 

Born in April 1919, Gaucher, whose 
real name was Roland Goguillot, 
entered politics on the far left and 
always retained a certain fascination 
for that extreme. He switched to the 
collaborationist camp during the war 
and in 1942 joined the Popular 
Nationalist Youth (JNP), the youth 
movement of Marcel Déat’s Popular 
National Assembly (RNP). 


By 1943 he was in charge of the Paris 
area of the JNP and beginning his 
career as a journalist for the 
antisemitic and pro-Nazi National- 
Populaire, where he criticised the 
collaborationist Vichy regime for 
being too moderate. In 1945 he fled to 
Italy and Switzerland with the help of 
Catholic priests. He was caught and 
jailed in France for five years for 
collaborating with the Nazis. 

Released at the end of August 1948, 
Gaucher resumed his activities on the 
extreme right, using his past as a 
former leftist to carve out a niche for 
himself as a specialist on communism. 

By the middle of the 1950s, he was 
working actively with Jean-Louis Tixier- 
Vignancourt, who later stood as a 
fascist presidential candidate. Gaucher 
became general secretary of Tixier- 
Vignancourt's National Assembly 
before finding employment in 1959 
with the hardline colonialist National 


Association of Frenchmen from North 
Africa. In 1961 he was implicated in 
police raids at the head office of the 
National Front For French Algeria and 
at the home of a journalist with the 
extreme-right-wing magazine Rivarol. 
He was later accused of plotting 
against the state. 

Gaucher's —_ journalistic career 
continued on the popular motorists’ 
magazine Auto-Journal, the proprietor 
of which, Robert Hersant, had himself 
been convicted for collaboration, and 
with the conservative Ecrits de Paris. 
By 1965 Gaucher was working at the 
fascist weekly Minute, alongside 
the former Pétainist militiaman 
Francois Brigneau. He also published 
several anti-communist works on the 
USSR and the French Communist Party. 

Until 1972 Gaucher mainly worked 
as a fascist publicist but that year, 
when activists of the violent Ordre 
Nouveau held meetings to prepare for 


the launch of the Front National, he 
turned his attention to activism and 
organising as a member of the FN’s 
early national leadership. 

The courtship with the FN was short- 
lived. After just one year, Gaucher 
stomped out of the party with a large 
number of former ON activists, loudly 
accusing the FN of being too tame, 
and set up a new organisation, the 
Parti des Forces Nouvelles (PFN), 
taking charge of its headquarters. He 
became one of the organisers and 
editors of Initiative Nationale, the PFN’s 
monthly journal, and represented the 
party at the Paris meeting, in June 
1978, of the so-called Euro-Right 
attended by the Italian fascist MSI and 
the Spanish extremist Fuerza Nuevo. 

By 1979, he and Brigneau had 
rejoined the FN at the request of Jean- 
Pierre Stirbois, number two in the 
party. Under the FN’s colours Gaucher 
was elected to the regional council of 
Picardy (and later Franche-Comte) and 
to European Parliament in the mid- 
1980s, but also found time to edit the 
FN’s weekly National Hebdo. 

In 1993, he quit the FN as a result of 
his sour relationship with Jean-Marie 
Le Pen, the party leader, and moved 
towards the more hardline fascists on 
the fringes of the FN, before devoting 
himself to writing several books, 
including a history of nationalism in 
France which shed light on the past of 
extreme-right activists. 

Gaucher remained important as a 
fascist elder statesman and a mentor 
to young extremists such as Christian 
Bouchet of Unité Radicale, now 
banned. He was present at numerous 
conferences where he argued for the 
unity of all nationalist forces, including 
a belated reconciliation between 
Le Pen and his one-time deputy and 
erstwhile opponent Bruno Mégret. 

Gaucher died as he had lived 
most of his life: an unrepentant 
fascist whose career led him into the 
darkest corners of right-wing 
extremism, antisemitism, racism and, 
through his links with the followers of 
Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre, Catholic 
fundamentalism. ~a 


Far-right councillors 
a waste of votes 


From Kajsa Lindohf and Kenny Hjalte for Expo and 
Antifa-Net in Stockholm 


~ | § SD-Kuriren, Sweden Democrats’ 
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Riksarsmote 9007 RA have been trying hard to kick 
I socialdemokratiska protester Vem ér | Shien their . litical gE: 
y bitregstegere? Fon councils by holding con- 


_ ferences and meetings for 
“““» | newly elected representa- 
“AD | tives. Bizarrely, party leaders 
'| and managers have gradually 
nei teck | become more positive and 
‘optimistic. In an article in 
the SD’s rag SD-Kuriren in 
December 2006, Jimmy 
Akesson, the party leader, 
presented his vision: “My 
picture of the work of the 
party comrades is very posi- 
tive. The Swedish Democrat 
estan | isa very serious, responsible 
reper | and highly dedicated politi- 
- a ay _ cian. The seven parties [in 
_ the national parliament] will 
ioe ili » come to know our presence 
A YEAR AFTER winning seats in the next four years . 
on local councils in nationwide Per Bjorklund, the party treasurer 
elections, the anti-immigrant Sweden and, since the 2006 elections, 
Democrats (SD) have yet to put municipal coordinator, agreed with 
forward a single proposal in over half | Akesson’s view, telling Expo: “We 
the 144 municipalities where they have seen a tremendous increase in a 
were elected. number of municipalities where we 
Although the SD made themselves have won mandates. In a lot of these 
out to be new and spirited challengers _ places, the party is only represented by 
to the established parties, enquiries one or two people, and it is not easy 
by  Searchlights Swedish sister for someone without any experience 
magazine Expo show that they have to put forward bills or ask questions, 
had_ negligible impact. In 73 _ or take the speaker’s chair.” Bjorklund 
municipalities, the SD have done boasts that his right-wing extremist 
nothing at all. party will continue to educate its 
One reason for this welcome councillors and will stage another 
inactivity is that the SD did not have conference for them during autumn. 
enough people to fill all the seats they Ulla Ekstrém von Essen, a historian 
won. However, in 52 municipal and political scientist, is not surprised 
councils where the party is physically at the party’s inactivity, commenting: 


represented, its councillors have yetto “This supports my view that the 
put forward a single policy resolution | Sweden Democrat party only focuses 
or even raise a question. on one question and hasn't got an 


A similar investigation by Expo a agenda for municipal politics. A vote 
year after the 2002 elections found for them is a wasted vote.” So while a 
the SD inactive in six of the 30 vote for the SD might indicate 


municipalities where they had seats— opposition to the government’s 
20 per cent. That proportion is now immigration policies, all it will 
36 per cent. deliver is apathy, absenteeism and 

Since the 2006 elections, the SD amateurishness. ~= 


Rightwing militia prepares to 
fight ‘Satan’ government 


From Karl Pfeifer in Budapest 


JEWISH, GYPSY and gay organisations 
have condemned the formation of a 
militia by a rightwing extremist party. 
Jobbik says it set up the Magyar Garda 
(Hungarian Guard) because Hungary 
lacks any “physical, mental or spiritual 
self-defence”, but there is concern that it 
could presage a fascist coup. 

An initiation ceremony was held for 
the first 56 members at Buda Castle in 
Budapest, seat of the Hungarian 
President, on 25 August. They were 
sworn in by Lajos Fir, a former Defence 
Minister who left the conservative 
Hungarian Democratic Forum (MDF) 
in 1996. 

Jobbik, which was founded by 
students in 1999, presented a common 
election candidates’ list last year with 
another extreme-right party, the 
Hungarian Justice and Life Party 
(MIEP) led by Istvan Csurka. 
They received only 2.2% of the vote, 
well below the 5% threshold to enter 
parliament. 

The ruling Hungarian Socialist Party 
and its junior coalition partner, the 
Alliance of Free = Democrats, 
condemned the militia’s formation, as 
did the MDF, which expressed shock at 
Fiir’s participation and declared that the 
militia’s sole aim is to threaten peace. 
Jobbik systematically incites hatred 
against Jews, Gypsies and gays as well as 
against Slovaks, Romanian and Serbs. 

Mazsihisz (the Federation of Jewish 
Communities in Hungary), the World 
Jewish Congress and the European 
Jewish Congress have appealed to the 
Hungarian government to act against 
the MG. Mazsihisz hopes the 
government will find a constitutional 
way of banning it and similar groups to 
“guarantee a peaceful life for Hungarian 
Jewry and every Hungarian resident”. 
The Council of Hungarian Gypsies and 
the Organisation of Hungarian 
Homosexuals have also protested. 

Not surprisingly the right-wing 
opposition party Fidesz and its 


Recruits for fascism are 
sworn into the Magyar Garda 


Christian Democrat allies have not 
condemned the MG. During last year’s 
election, they formed a common slate 
with Jobbik in 81 localities. Such a 
coalition is now running the central 
Fifth District of Budapest. 

Maria Wittner, a Fidesz MP, made a 
warm speech of welcome at the 
inauguration, praising the recruits as 
men “who are worried about their 
homeland” being sworn in against the 
“Satan that is the present government 
and 50 years of communism”. 

Among the 4,000 people watching 
the ceremony were another nazi group 
wearing a uniform similar to the one 
worn by the wartime Arrow Cross, 
which supported Nazi Germany. 
Hundreds of police separated the crowd 
from a counter-demonstration by the 
Anti-Fascist League. When  anti- 
fascists raised a banner depicting a 
swastika being thrown into a dustbin, 
the police intervened immediately. 
The swastika is illegal as are the Arrow 
Cross symbol and the communist five- 
pointed red star. 

The recruits wore black uniforms and 
black caps and have chosen as their 
emblem a variation on the red and 
white Arpad stripes, a medieval flag 
adopted by the Arrow Cross, which 
governed Hungary from 15 October 
1944 until liberation by the Red Army 
in spring 1945. Gabor Vona, leader of 
Jobbikk, claims the MG chose black 
simply because “that was the one we 
liked best”. 

More than 450,000 Jews were sent to 
Auschwitz by Admiral Horthy’s regime 
after the Germans occupied Hungary 
on 19 March 1944. Few survived. 
The Arrow Cross continued the 
butchery by lining up thousands of Jews 
on the banks of the Danube and 
shooting them. Jobbik members 
demonstrating against a gay event 
recently showed their twisted pride in 
this episode by shouting “Homosexuals 
into the Danube, the Jews straight 


afterwards”. Shouts of “Jews to the 


Danube” were also heard at the 
MG initiation. 

Representatives of Hungary’s three 
major Christian denominations blessed 
the militia’s flag. The Catholic Church 
has taken no action over the presence 
of its priest, Ferenc Dévényi, nor has 
the Evangelical Church condemned 
Vilma Balintné Varsanyi’s participation. 
Only the Reformed Church and the 
Hungarian Defence Ministry are to 
take action against Tamas Csuka, who 
was in charge of all reform clergymen in 
the Hungarian Army. 

It is shameful that Fidesz and the 
Christian Democrats associate with the 
likes of Jobbik and the MG. It is also a 
shameful that the Socialist-Liberal 
coalition, which has held office for 
five years, merely whinges about the law 
but does nothing to change it to stamp 
out nazi activities that are already 
expressly forbidden by the 1947 Paris 
peace treaty. 

The far right is now cranking up the 
tension. Jobbik has maintained a frantic 
level of activity in the past year, leading 
mobs of criminal riff-raff in anti- 
government disturbances last autumn, 
especially on 23 October, and this year 
on 15 March, both national holidays, in 
which police officers were violently 
attacked and arson and robbery were 
committed. The nazi website Hunhir 
informed its readers that “a big 
demonstration” against the “genocidal” 
Socialist-Liberal government was 
planned for September. The violence is 
a particular concern in view of Jobbik’s 
belief that the coalition “should not 
be able to finish its term’, which ends 
in 2010. ~a 


Rightwing 
populists 
incite rise in 
xenophobia 


From Anne Jessen for 
Demos and Antifa-Net in 
Copenhagen 


NTOLERANCE TOWARDS Muslims in 
Denmark is growing according to 
several recent reports that strongly 
criticise the government's — policies 
towards immigrants, refugees and 
ethnic minorities. 
At the beginning of 2006 Denmark's 
image took a battering as Muslim 
protests against the publication in a 
Danish newspaper of cartoons — of 
uhammad dominated the international 
news. Since then the media spotlight 
has turned away and the Danish 
government's hard line on ethnic 
minorities has resumed. Although the 
country is governed by a _ liberal- 
conservative coalition, the rightwing 
populist Danish People’s Party (DFP) 
wields decisive —_—influence — over 
immigration policy, 

Amnesty International's annual report 
published this summer emphasises that 
ethnic. minority groups suffer 
discrimination, especially Muslims, and 
points out that since the cartoons 
controversy the number of politically 
motivated attacks on Muslims has 
increased, but this has not been matched 
by charges brought for violating anti- 
racism laws. 

Amnesty'’s report confirmed the 
findings of the Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development, which 
commented in a report issued in March 
this year that the Danish jobs market 
discriminates against foreigners. It said 
that Denmark has the lowest proportion 
of employed immigrants out of all the 
OECD's 30 member states and that the 
education system has failed the younger 
generation of immigrants. 

The Organisation for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe also censured the 
Danish government over the situation of 


Mogens Camre, DFP MEP (centre) with Soren 
Krarup, DFP MP and Lutheran priest (left) 


Muslims in Denmark in a report prepared 
in July 2006 but only reported in the 
Danish media in April. The report's author, 
OmUur Orhun, pointed out that the 
situation of Muslims in Denmark has 
worsened over the past five years. 
He criticised the radical aliens legislation, 
which limits the access of Muslims to the 
social security system, and blamed the 
government for the absence of legal 
mosques and Muslim cemeteries, the 
requirement for newborn Muslim 
children to be registered with the 
Christian church and the fact that anti- 
racism legislation is rarely enforced. 

In May last year the European 
Commission against Racism and 
Intolerance (ECRI) expressed its anxiety at 
increasing xenophobia and intolerance 
towards Muslims in Denmark. ECRI's 
report pointed out that DFP members 
are able to make shockingly racist 
statements in public without political or 
legal consequences. 

Both the Danish government and the 
DFP consistently reject criticism of their 
positions. Mogens Camre, a DFP Member 
of the European Parliament, 
unhesitatingly spells out his agenda: “We 
must quit the refugee convention of the 
UN, we must block the civil rights 
embodied by the European Union 
charter which are directed against 
Europeans and we must amend the legal 
and penal codes to make it possible to 
defend democracy and throw political- 
religious leaders, criminals and parasites 
out of the country.’ 

The deterioration of the social climate 
towards ethnic minority groups is 
prompting the departure of many 
immigrants. Official figures are not yet 
available, but research in 2005 and 2006, 
conducted by the Danish Engineers’ 
Association and the Employers’ 


Association among others indicates that 
it is highly trained and well educated 
immigrants who are tending to leave 


_ Muslim group, Stop 


Denmark. The reasons cited include 
improved employment prospects 
outside Denmark, difficulties with the 
family unification and the generally 
xenophobic social climate. 

Like the more xenophobic aspect of 
government policy, the adverse social 
climate is largely attributable to the DFP 
which has played a substantial role in 
shaping Danish so-called “integration 
policy” As a parliamentary prop to the 
government, the DFP has led a 
sharpening offensive in public debate, 
presenting western, national and 
Christian values as ammunition in the 
struggle against Muslim culture. 

In this conflict of values, whether in 
parliament or in society in general, what 
the DFP says often crosses the borders of 
legality. Some party members have been 
convicted for breaking anti-racism laws 
but generally the party gets away with 
political murder. 

The DFP’s so-called struggle of values is 
no less than a war against Muslims. 
The party no longer refers to foreigners or 
immigrants, only Muslims, and its tone is 
becoming ever more strident and 
aggressive as part of an effort to 
make anti-Islam sentiments publicly 
acceptable. At the same time, the DFP 
distances itself from right-wing 
extremism by expelling members whose 
contact with nazis have been too close. 

It is the success of this balancing 
that has resulted in leading international 
institutions expressing concern about 
intolerance in what was once a 
liberal country. 

The adverse impact of the DFP’s 
policies have also led to the emergence 
of another, even more virulently anti- 
Islamisation of 
Denmark, which before the cartoons 
controversy was called Stop Immigration. 
This outfit is now threatening to stand 
candidates in the next parliamentary 
elections. ~<a 


International 


TESIDE Racist backlash follows Makah Nation 


nie hunt 


By Chuck Tanner 


ON SATURDAY 8 September five 
members of the Makah Indian Nation 
successfully harpooned and shot a grey 
whale off the coast of the tribe’s 
reservation in the northwest corner of 
Washington State. In the wake of this 
hunt followed an outpouring of anti- 
Makah and general anti-Indian 
hostility. This has ranged from calls for 
the imprisonment of the hunters and 
imposition of US laws against these 
sovereign peoples, to their hanging and 
the apparent indiscriminate killing of 
Indians. As this episode shows, a 
reservoir of anti-Indian hatred lies just 
below the surface of the friendly 
Northwest waters. 

In recent years anti-Indian hatred 
has boiled over most dramatically in 
connection with this tribe’s treaty- 
protected right to hunt whales. 
This reaction is a product of lasting 
misconceptions of indigenous treaty 
rights, ongoing anti-Indian 
mobilisations and a generation raised 
on Free Willy movies and 
anthropomorphised sea mammals. 

The Makah have hunted whales for 
centuries. One site just south of the 
Makah village of Neah Bay holds grey 
and humpback whale bones and 
harpoons dating from 2000 years ago. 
Whaling has long been central to 
Makah spirituality, sustenance and 
material culture: so important, in fact, 
that the tribe reserved a right to hunt 
whales in its 1855 treaty with the 
United States government — the only 
treaty of its kind in the US. 

The Makah ceased whaling in the 
1920s after non-Native whalers had 
hunted the grey whale to near 
extinction in a market-driven frenzy to 
make money. Once the whales were 
taken off of the endangered species list 
in 1994 the Makah started plans to 
hunt once more. A successful hunt in 
1999 resulted in a backlash similar to 
today’s. Animal rights activists led by 
the Sea Shepherd Conservation Society 
and its founder “Captain” Paul Watson 
teamed up with representatives of the 
whale-watching industry and veteran 
anti-Indian politicians such as Jack 
Metcalf in an effort to block the Makah 


from whaling. 

Metcalf, who died in March 2007, 
had anti-Indian credentials dating back 
to the 1980s when, as a member of the 
Washington State Senate, he also 
cavorted with organised white 
supremacists. He drew on a pool of 
anti-Indian activism flowing from 
owners of reservation property who 
oppose tribal jurisdiction, and hunters 
and fishermen who oppose tribal treaty 
fishing rights. 

The current campaign may be even 
more caustic than in the past because, 
unlike the 1999 hunt, this one was not 
authorised by the Makah Whaling 
Commission or the federal government. 
In 2002 a federal appeals court declared 
that the Makah needed approval under 
the Marine Mammal Protection Act to 
hunt — a ruling that flies in face of the 
Act’s provision that nothing in it “alters 
or is intended to alter any treaty 
between the United States and one or 
more Indian tribes”. After eight years of 
waiting, five tribal members, including 
two members of the Makah Whaling 
Commission, decided to exercise their 
treaty-protected right nonetheless. 

Following this hunt, the whalers were 
detained by the US Coast Guard who 
forced them to untether the whale and 
let it float 400 feet (120m) to the 
bottom of the ocean. The whalers were 
then turned over to tribal police. 

The reaction from the anti-Indian 
camp has been swift and shaped by 
themes long common to America’s 
history of colonising Indian Country. 
There has been a tendency to see 
treaties as bestowing rights on tribes. 
In fact treaties give nothing to tribes at 
all. They reserve rights that tribes have 
held since time immemorial. This has 
been recognised by the US Supreme 
Court since the 1905 case of US v Winans 


which determined that treaties are not 
grants of rights to tribes, but grants of 
rights from tribes to US citizens. 

There has been an equally strong call 
to extend US law into Indian Country. 
Nothing in US history has justified such 


an extension — save racist notions of 


“manifest destiny” and Indian 
“savagery” — and such efforts are still 
colonising in nature. The current 
incarnation of this includes the 
requirement for MMPA approval, calls 
for full federal prosecution of the 
whalers and a divide and conquer 
rhetoric demanding that Makah leaders 
crack down on these whalers. 

This hunt has also brought forth 
bloodthirsty calls for the murder of 
Makah and other Indians and the need 
to civilise “savage” Indians who kill 
whales. Examples from a blog on 
Seattle King 5 television suffice to 
demonstrate this: 

“Stop all tourism to the area for 
one year. No exceptions, Starve the 
bastards out!!!” 

“[P]retty sure my ancestors killed 
indians [sic]! Maybe we should take 
that up! 5 a year sounds good.” 

“Every culture is responsible for 
barbaric acts throughout history ... It’s 
time for the Tribes to realize they need 
to become civilized human beings like 
everyone else!” 

In the end, whether the whalers face 
consequences is for the Makah 
community to decide by their own rules 
and institutions. However, the caustic 
attacks from anti-Indian forces will 
likely continue and place additional 
pressure on the tribe to act. As if 
drawing a page from our colonising 
history, once again Indians face 
judgment from a non-Indian public all 
too convinced of its own moral (and 
racial) superiority. | 
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later tried to exploit the situation by 
complaining that he was kicked and 
beaten up “by police officers from 
Wallonia’, the French-speaking region 
of Belgium. Police charged Dewinter 
and Vanhecke for their aggressive 
behaviour and a spokesman later told 
the press that they had attacked a 
police bus driver. 

By the end of the day, 154 people 
had been arrested including two MPs 
from the separatist Lega Nord, and the 
far right had to face the fact that it had 
organised a fiasco. 


From Wim Haelsterman for 
AFF/Verzet-RésistanceS, in Brussels 


